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Wednesday, 27 February 2019, 12 noon
John Finch on “Between the World Wars”
at Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street) in Auditorium
John’s topic, “Between The World Wars” will include an overview of
World War I; an examination of the efforts to provide for a permanent
peace (“The War to End All Wars”); the impact of the war on all
populations and the failure of International Treaties that followed the
cessation of hostilities.
A display of the various military and other records and documents will
be presented which, hopefully, will aid in your research pursuits of this
era.
John has been a member of the Chula Vista Genealogical Society for
nearly twenty years and has served as Library Coordinator, Program
Chair and President (2005 -2006 term). Born and raised in Idaho, he
retired from the United States Navy in 1980, and the San Diego County
Probation Department in 1999.
John developed an interest in his own family history at a very young age, but did not begin an active
pursuit of research until after retiring in 1999. Now, he spends several hours each week researching his
family and volunteers, at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library, every Wednesday morning to
assist new and seasoned researchers.
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President’s Message – by Karen Smith
In my January note, I failed to do a very important task. I neglected
to thank the outgoing Board members and some others. First, my
thanks go to Ceasar Castro for his organized leadership of CVGS for
the past two years. Sam Seat, our fearless treasurer, also committed
himself to making our budget easier to understand. Both jobs take a lot
of time and energy. Another set of kudos goes to Ana Castro, Caesar’s
lovely wife, who put her heart and soul into our Family History Day. I
hope that some of you will extend a personal thanks to these three.
The topic of thanks leads naturally into my next topic, volunteerism.
Many of you are probably involved or have been involved in some
volunteer activities with CVGS. As you probably know, any
organization is usually kept vibrant by a small percentage of its
membership. There is nothing wrong with that as long as the small
percentage changes. If the same folks continue to do the work (and a
lot of it is fun!), then everyone else loses ownership in the direction and goals of the group.
If I could, I would have a giant poster that says “Karen Smith wants you!” much like the recruiting
poster of Uncle Sam. Instead, I would like to let you know about current opportunities to support our
Society.
Our own amazing Secretary, Karen Yarger, will be relocating to Virginia later this year. If you are
organized and write well, you might be able to fill out the remainder of her term. She is willing to train
you, too! Look in this newsletter for more information!
Our Family History Day is an amazing community outreach that we have had for three years now. We
need a temporary committee (a few meetings) to brainstorm ways to recraft this event. This is not a longterm commitment. We have a few Board members willing to serve on this committee and want a few
members to join them. Please contact me if you are interested: freelady72000@me.com or 619-656-0996.
Consider offering to bring refreshments one month of the year, serving on a society committee, or just
ask a Board member for a chance to help!

Membership Address Changes
Members, if you move, or change contact information such as your email or phone number, please
notify our Membership person, Carrie Holleron, at mncinc@cox.net . This way we can keep information
coming to you!

Please Register for Meetings on the CVGS Website
Please register for the General Meetings, the Saturday Workshops, the Research Group and the DNA
Interest Group on the CVGS website – www.CVGenealogy.org. Log in with your member ID, then click on
“Events” and the Register button for each event, and follow directions. This will help with meeting
planning and speaker handouts.

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and General Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS
website. Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the “Members” tab.
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Next Saturday Workshop – 2 March 2019
The March 2nd Saturday Workshop will be from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Community Room at the
Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road). The program will be “Indian Information and Places to
Look” presented by Susi Pentico. Susi says: “Having a breakthrough in my research has brought much
new information on Indian Research in the United States and Canada. I will be sharing URLs and
information for those who are interested in learning more about potential heritage and Native
Information. Come learn about hidden heritage that may exist in your background. We are hoping to
have Donna Bradley in the near future for a great learning adventure to enhance our confusion.”

Next Lemon Grove Meeting
The Lemon Grove Research Group at the Lemon Grove Public Library is on hiatus. Contact Susi
Pentico (619-690-1188, SusiCP1@gmail.com) for more details.

Next Research Group Meeting – 13 February 2019
The next CVGS Research Group will be on Wednesday, 13 February 2019 at 12 noon in the back of the
Auditorium at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library. Randy Seaver moderates this group.
Attendees should bring their genealogy research questions, challenges and successes to share with the
group.

Next DNA Interest Group – 20 February 2019
The next DNA Interest Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 20 February at 12 noon in the back of the
Auditorium at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library. Randy Seaver moderates this group, which
will consist of a short presentation on an aspect of DNA testing, analysis and/or research, and then the
attendees will discuss their questions, successes and challenges.

Message From the Hospitality Committee
The Hospitality Committee needs a new co-chair. It's not a difficult or time-consuming job. If you're
interested or if you have questions about the duties, please contact me, Jo Ann Bonner, at 618-892-2478.

“Finding Your Roots” TV Show Continues on Tuesday Nights on PBS
The 5th season of “Finding Your Roots,” hosted by Henry Louis Gates, continues on KPBS at 8 p.m. on
Tuesday nights. There will be 10 episodes featuring an array of celebrated guests who are cultural
trailblazers with fascinating family stories. As of 10 February, there are seven episodes remaining.
The guests include actresses Marisa Tomei, Felicity Huffman, Laura Linney and S. Epatha Merkerson
and actors Michael K. Williams, Andy Samberg, Chloe Sevigny and Kal Penn; author George R.R.
Martin; journalists Christiane Amanpour, Ann Curry, Joe Madison and Lisa Ling; author and Facebook
executive Sheryl Sandberg; TV hosts Seth Meyers and Michael Strahan; artists Marina Abramovic and
Kehinde Wiley; politicians Marco Rubio, Tulsi Gabbard and Paul Ryan; filmmakers Alejandro Innaritu
and Michael Moore; and comedians Tig Notaro and Sarah Silverman.
The PBS website (http://weta/finding-your-roots/home/ ) usually has the current episode available to
watch a day or two after the broadcast. Earlier episodes are also available to watch on the site.
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Spotlight On A CVGS Member Karen Hanson Yarger: Researcher and Published Writer
Karen Yarger, a CVGS member since 2010, is our
“Secretary Extraordinaire” and has served in that position for
many years with the Chula Vista Genealogical Society’s Board.
In 2013, she was Co-Chair of the CVGS Spring Seminar, along
with Virginia Taylor, with speaker CeCe Moore’s presentation of
“Do Your Genes Fit? Discover Your DNA.” She has also
presented a program of “Women Heroes of the American
Revolution” at one of our general meetings.
Although Karen is one of the four Karens in our group, she is
unique and stands out. During our three Family History Days in
2016, 2017, and 2018, she was in charge of publicity, kept
detailed records of the event, and greeted people as they arrived.
She has volunteered in numerous Society activities.
Karen Ann Hanson was born in Annapolis, Maryland, the
daughter of a career naval officer, Ralph “Swede” Hanson and
stay-at-home mom, Ann Hardy Hanson. In a military family,
and then as a military wife, she has called home places as varied
as Japan, the Azores, Alaska, Hawaii, and Laredo, Texas, and has visited many more. Karen is a
graduate of Oklahoma State University. She has also been a teacher, counselor, director of volunteers for
the Red Cross, and a published writer on topics such as Alaskan life and native Alaskan ivory carvings.
She has called Chula Vista her home since 1984 when she moved here and became a travel agent.
Karen’s roots are Norwegian, Irish, and French Huguenot, with special focus on Maryland’s eastern
shore. Her early genealogy research began when she found her father’s files and then a website created
by her Maryland cousins about her Huguenot ancestors, http://www.lecompte.net/.
Karen is the rare CVGS member who has not delved into DNA. She says that for the moment she is
comfortable with the extensive research that traces both of her father’s Norwegian lines back to 1704 and
her Huguenot line to the 1600’s. She is interested, though, in eventually pursuing her daughter’s Yarger
heritage, which may include some Choctaw.
Karen is a voracious reader and can often be found at our library. Her wide-ranging interests include
the Iditarod, dollhouse miniatures, Hawaiian legends, the USS Midway Museum, old Hollywood films,
and Southern fiction. She enjoys sharing these interests, so seek her out – she’ll enjoy hearing your
stories.

Want to be a CVGS Member in the Spotlight?
You too can have a short genealogy autobiography published in the CVGS Newsletter for FREE! It
might help connect you to another CVGS Member who might be a relative or someone who has ancestors
in one of your locations. If so, please send your one-page genea-biography to the Newsletter Editor,
Randy Seaver (call 1-619-422-3397 or email randy.seaver@gmail.com). A photograph of you doing
genealogy research or with your family would be great also!

Randy's Research Tip of the Month
Use www.WorldCat.org to find the nearest repository for a specific book. Enter the book title

and/or the author and click “Search everything.” Select the book from the list, and scroll down to see
which repositories have the book, with the distance from your zip code. Perhaps you can order it via
Inter-library loan at the Chula vista or Bonita-Sunnyside libraries.
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January 16th DNA Interest Group Review
The third CVGS DNA Interest Group meeting was on 16 January at the Chula Vista Civic Center
Branch Library in the Conference Room. 17 members were in attendance.
1.

Randy demonstrated and discussed 23andMe for most of the meeting, including:
•

•
•
•

Ancestry Link has: Overview, All Reports, Ancestry
Composition, DNA Relatives, Your DNA Family,
Neanderthal Ancestry, Your Mitochondrial
Haplogroup, and Your Y-Chromosome Haplogroup.
Health Link has: Overview, Health Reports, Health
Predisposition, Wellness, Carrier Status, and Traits.
Research Link has: Research Overview, Surveys and
Studies, and Publications
Family and Friends Link has: DNA Relatives, Your Connections, and DNA Comparison.

•

Ancestry Composition (Ethnicity Estimate) shows: Continents (and regions) of your ancestry,
with a colorful map; a Timeline for most recent ancestor of the region; Ancestry Chromosome
Painting, with your 23 chromosomes with color-coding of your ethnicity regions.

•

DNA Matches -- these are persons who have a DNA match of at least 7 centiMorgans (0.1 %) with
you. The user can see the name; the estimated relationship; the DNA Match quality (shared cMs,
number of segments, largest segment); and shared locations. The user can also see the Relatives in
Common with the user (other DNA matches), and the chromosomes on which the DNA Match
shares segments with the user. The user can select up to 5 other DNA matches to compare their
chromosome segments in a chromosome browser. There is also a Message feature to invite the DNA
Match to share their Ancestry reports.

•

Download DNA Match Segments – At the bottom of the DNA Match list is a link to “Download
aggregate data” which will produce a .csv file that can be read into a spreadsheet. In a
spreadsheet, the data can be sorted by chromosome and segment location to provide a list of DNA
matches that the user matches in a specific chromosome number and location. These matching
persons will likely have a common ancestor on that segment.

To keep track of his 23andMe matches, Randy uses a spreadsheet to list the DNA Match user names,
amount of shared DNA in centiMorgans, the number of segments, if they have a tree, if they are in
another set of DNA matches (like AncestryDNA or GEDMatch), and if he has added their line to his
RootsMagic tree. He also uses the downloaded .csv file for the Relatives in Common DNA segments in a
spreadsheet in order to identify distant cousins of himself and a known cousin in hopes to determine the
common ancestor.
2. The second major topic was the Genetic Affairs (www.GeneticAffairs.com) AutoCluster program
which can read a user's DNA Match list (currently for AncestryDNA, FamilyTreeDNA, and 23andMe)
and create a cluster diagram along with a cluster spreadsheet. The information comes via email within
ten minutes of the request. Each cluster indicates that the matches in the cluster share a common
ancestor. Randy demonstrated it with his AncestryDNA matches.
The next DNA Interest Group meeting will be Wednesday, 20 February at 12 noon in the back of the
Auditorium at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street, Chula Vista, CA).
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RootsTech SLC 2019 LiveStream Schedule
The RootsTech SLC 2019 Conference is scheduled from Wednesday, 27 February to Saturday, 2 March
2019 at the Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City.
If you cannot attend, then you can watch the daily Keynote talks and some of the genealogy, family
history and DNA presentations on the four days via the Internet at www.RootsTech.org. The Livestream
presentation schedule is at https://www.rootstech.org/salt-lake/live-stream-schedule.
The scheduled Keynote speakers are:

•
•
•
•

Wednesday, 27 February, 3:30 p.m.: Steve Rockwood, CEO of FamilySearch International.
Thursday, 28 February, 10 a.m.: Emmy Award winning actress Patricia Heaton
Friday, 1 March, 10 a.m.: India-born Australian businessman and author Saroo Brierley
Saturday, 2 March, 10 a.m.: World renowned ukulele master Jake Shimabukuro

Want Up-To-Date Genealogy News?
Randy Seaver publishes “Genealogy News Bytes” every Tuesday and Friday with links to genealogy
news articles, new or updated online record collections, genealogy education opportunities, genealogy
bargains, DNA success stories, neat stuff, and more. See an example at
https://www.geneamusings.com/2019/02/genealogy-news-bytes-8-february-2019.html.
Randy also publishes a weekly “Best of the Genea-Blogs” on Sundays with excellent genealogy writing
and blogging. See a recent issue at https://www.geneamusings.com/2019/02/best-of-genea-blogs-week-of27-january.html.
Dick Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter (https://blog.eogn.com) publishes genealogy news and
technology articles daily.

Upcoming Family Tree Webinars
Tuesday, 12 February, 11 a.m.: Using MyHeritage Tools to Improve Your Family Tree Data, by
Daniel Horowitz.
•
Wednesday, 13 February, 11 a.m.: (in Spanish) Cómo explicar los grados de relación familiar by
Gonzalo A. Luengo O.
•
Wednesday, 13 February, 5 p.m. : Reconstructing Your Genetic Family Tree, by Blaine Bettinger
•
Tuesday, 19 February, 5 p.m.: Applying Evidence to Genealogical Research Questions, by Melissa
Johnson
•
Wednesday, 20 February, 11 a.m.: Online Resources for French Genealogy part I: Compiled
Records, Church Records and Civil Registration, by Paul Woodbury
•
Friday, 22 February, 11 a.m.: Using Timelines and Tables to Analyze Your Research, by Cari
Taplin
•
Wednesday, 27 February, 11 a.m.: Spreadsheets 401 : Excel-lent Inspiration, by Mary Roddy
•

These webinars are sponsored by Legacy Family Tree, and are FREE to watch live, and for a week
after the live event. You must register to view them live at www.familytreewebinars.com. Membership of
$49.95 per year enables the member to view any of the over 800 webinars at any time.
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CVGS January 30th Program Review
Annette Hubbell was the speaker at the January 30th General Meeting, with 27 members and guests in
attendance. She presented her one-woman show in costume and in dialect on four historical women in
“Warrior Women, Part 2.”
The first subject was Elizabeth Fry (1780-1845), who was a wealthy Quaker English woman who was
called the “Angel of Prisons.” In her career, she started 500 libraries and encouraged smallpox
vaccinations to women and children. Annette read several pages from Elizabeth's diary, and noted that
she married in 1800 and had 11 children. She started her prison reform work in 1813.
Amy Carmichael (1867-1951) was the second subject. She was born in Ireland, and God called her to
start a mission in Bangalore, India in 1895, helping girls and women in a sanctuary for prostitutes. She
was called “Amma to Little Girls.” After a 1930 fall, she was bedridden with neuralgia, and wrote books
in her later years.
The third subject was Anne Bradstreet (1612-1672), who was born in England and migrated to New
England in 1630 with her family. Her father was Thomas Dudley, a Massachusetts Bay Colony governor,
and she married Simon Bradstreet, a future Massachusetts Governor. She lived a life of wealth and
nobility, and was a mother of 8 children and the first well-known New England poet. In 1660, the
Bradstreet home burned, and the family lost all of their possessions.
Gladys Aylward (1902-1970) was called “Mother to Hundreds.” She was from London and wanted
excitement and adventure in her life. After a lecture by a Christian missionary, she agree to spread the
gospel in China. She took a train through Europe and Siberia to China, and started an orphanage, and
worked against binding the feet of young girls. The movie Inn of the 6th Happiness was made about her
life.

Member Services – Contact Carrie Holleron
Carrie Holleron is our Membership Chair and reports on Member Services. If you know of a CVGS
member with an illness or hospitalization, please contact Carrie at mncinc@cox.net so we can get a card to
that member.

Help With Social Media
We need a few volunteers who are active on social media and can donate a little time to help us improve
our social media image. Please let me know if this sounds like worthwhile fun to you! Contact Karen
Smith at freelady72000@me.com or let any Board member know.

Useful Genealogy Blog Posts
•
RootsTech 2019 conference handouts available through app by Gail Dever on Genealogy a la carte.
•
Four Favourite Sources for Researching English Ancestors in the Early Twentieth Century by
Janet Few on The In-Depth Genealogist.
•
Why DNA Tests Are NO Substitute for Genealogical Research by Lynn Serafinn on Trentino
Genealogy.
•
10-Minute Genealogy Tasks You Can Do by DiAnn Iamarino on Fortify Your Family Tree.
•
Genealogy Research Using Yippy.com by Nancy Loe on Sassy Jane Genealogy.
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CVGS January 9th Research Group Review
The January 9th Research Group meeting had 16 in attendance.
In the first hour, Randy discussed:
•
•
•
•
•

Finding Your Roots on Tuesdays,
Genealogy website rankings and benchmarks,
the Genetic Affairs DNA match AutoCluster tool,
his 10 Best research finds of 2018,
the RootsTech 2019 livestreaming opportunities.

In the second hour, the attendees shared their activities over the past two
months.
•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Diane noted that one of the best resources on FamilySearch.org are
Catholic Church records of Marriage Information. In Atenguillo,
Jalisco, in 4 pages with facts written on a very readable form, it told
about a prospective groom and bride giving their names, ages, birth locations, parents’ names, and
whether the parents were still living. In addition were four witnesses with their own names, ages,
occupations, who told about the couple and whether they were related by blood or not.
Paula-Jo's 92 year old husband was contacted by an 85 year old cousin because of Ancestry DNA.
She was then reunited with her extended family after 50 years. After sending her all of the
genealogy information, she has visited Maine where she discovered her family was from. And when
Paula sent her a 4-generation family picture that included her grandmother and a great
grandmother, that left no doubt. She looks exactly like her great grandmother.
John noted that his four grandsons had done autosomal DNA tests, and mentioned that comparing
the DNA of the Grandson’s revealed the diversity that the “in-laws” contribute.
Jo Ann gave AncestryDNA kits to her grandchildren.
Ray is working on his wife’s ex-husband’s line (after all, he’s the grandfather of her grandsons).
He found lots of fertile new ground. And, he was intrigued by the coincidence that many of Larry’s
peeps are from Cleveland, the hotbed of Ray's domestic genealogical studies. In the interest of
content, several of his ancestors were involved in the construction and, later, operation of the
Panama Canal, which is fascinating reading.
Bobbie did not accomplish her three genealogy goals for 2018, so she decided to continue two of the
goals for year 2019. One (a brick wall) is to try to find the death and burial dates of her great,
great grandparents, Adolph Pitre and Marie Beausoleil, who came to Waukegan, Illinois from the
Montreal area in about 1870. She hopes to take a trip to Lake County, IL, this coming summer for
local research. The second goal is to hire a professional genealogist to obtain a birth registration in
Oberwern, Wuerzberg, Bavaria for her great, great grandmother, Margaretha Hoffman. She also
hopes to find out if there are any Hoffman descendants in the area, because they plan a trip to
Germany in June 2020.
Gary is coordinating with his two first cousins found throguh DNA in hopes of finding his birth
father.
Gonzalo and Rosa went to Jalisco in Mexico and found records of his great-grandparents. Her
nephew took a DNA test, and they are searching for a half-brother.
Helen is helping a friend with her DAR application research.
Susan hit paydirt on her Babcock family and Hall family.
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Welcome New Members
Current Membership (as of 2/1): 87

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to:

Meeting Host Volunteers
February 27: Jo Ann Bonner and Susi Pentico
March 27: Carrie Holleron and Karen Polk
Contact Jo Ann Bonner to sign up!
(619) 421-3628

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Ana Castro –
Carrie Holleron –
Carole Sobke –

619-781-8441
619-421-8309
619-465-5286

February 2019

San Diego Genealogy Events
Saturday, February 9th, 9:30 a.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY WINTER SEMINAR
Speaker: Hal Bookbinder on
“Ships of Our Ancestors”
and “U.S. Immigration and Naturalization”
at St. Andrews Lutheran Church
(8350 Lake Murray Blvd., San Diego)
Contact: Cynthia Ehrlich
cynthia.ehrlich13@gmail.com

Tuesday, February 26th, 9:30 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Speaker Len Enlow on
“Immigration: Searching Ellis Island
and Castle Garden Records”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
(1200 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad)
Contact: Jim Jacobson (ljj2001@cox.net)

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Karen Smith
First Vice-President, Programs
Virginia Taylor
Second Vice-President, Membership Carrie Holleron
Treasurer
Karen Polk
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Education
Susi Pentico
Family History Day
TBD
Historian
Susan Zimmer
Hospitality
Jo Ann Bonner
Librarian
Ann Stevens
Newsletter Editor
Randy Seaver
Research Group/DNA Group/Queries Randy Seaver
Ways and Means
Carole Sobke
Webmaster
Gary Brock
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Upcoming Conferences
RootsTech 2019
27 February to 2 March, 2019
at Salt Palace in Salt Lake City, Utah
www.RootsTech.org
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, February 13, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Auditorium
Wednesday, February 20, 12 noon – DNA Interest Group Meeting, at CVCCB Auditorium
Wednesday, February 27, 12 noon – General Meeting: John Finch: “Between the World Wars”
at Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library in Auditorium.
Saturday, March 2, 1 p.m. – Saturday Workshop: Susi Pentico: “Indian Information and Places
to Look” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library in Community Room.
Wednesday, March 13, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Auditorium
Wednesday, March 20, 12 noon – DNA Interest Group Meeting, at CVCCB Auditorium
Wednesday, March 27, 12 noon – General Meeting: Susi Pentico: “In the Beginning” at Chula
Vista Civic Center Branch Library in Auditorium.
Saturday, April 6, 1 p.m. – Saturday Workshop: TBD: “TBD” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library in
Community Room.
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Virginia Taylor (irishdoll@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Chula Vista Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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