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Wednesday, 26 April 2017, 12 noon To 2 p.m.
General Meeting
John Finch on “World War I, the Centennial”
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street, Chula Vista, CA 91910)
John’s topic, “World War I, the Centennial,“ examines the players and
causes of the War, impact on all populations, and the unstable peace that
followed the cessation of hostilities. A display of the various military and
other records and documents will be presented which, hopefully, will aid in
your research pursuits of this era.
John has been a member of the Chula Vista Genealogical Society since
1999 and has served as Library Coordinator, Program Chair and President
(2004 -2006 term). He is also a member of the Lee County, Illinois and San
Diego Genealogical Societies. He retired from U.S. Navy in 1980, and the
San Diego County Probation Department in 1999.
John developed an interest in his own family history at a very young age,
but did not begin an active pursuit of research until after retiring in 1999.
Now, he spends several hours each week researching his family and
volunteers, at the Chula Vista library, every Wednesday morning to assist
new and seasoned researchers.
There will be a short CVGS business meeting and refreshments after the presentation.
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President’s Message – by Ceasar Castro
Before I started my genealogy research, my mother had told my
sister and I that her grandmother, Vicenta Marquez on her father’s
side, was an Indian. When I did my DNA through 23andMe, I was not
surprised that I was 12% Native American. My mother was born in
El Alamo, Baja California Norte, which is about 60 miles south-east of
Ensenada. In 1890, gold was discovered in the El Alamo region. My
mother’s father, Manuel Chavez came up from Baja California Sur to
look for gold. It turns out that there is an Indian village, Santa
Catarina, just north of El Alamo. That village is part of the
Kumeyaay nation. I thought that perhaps Vicenta could have been a
member of that village.
This past January, Sycuan opened a Sycuan Cultural Center and
Museum in Dehesa Valley. I decided to go there and see if they knew
anything about the Santa Caterina tribe. I was able to talk to Ana
Rodriquez, the Cultural Coordinator and asked about the Santa
Caterina village and if there was a way to determine if Vicenta was a
member of that tribe. She said that I would have to go to that village and ask the elders if a Vicenta
Marquez was ever a member.
However, before I did that, I decided to do a little more research on Vicenta and Manuel. After
researching Baja records, I discovered that Manuel and Vicenta had a child, Maria Zara Chavez in San
Jose del Cabo in 1875. San Jose del Cabo is at the very southern end of Baja. So Vicenta is not a
Kumeyaay Indian. Now I have a harder problem. Is Vicenta a Native American or not, and if she is, which
tribe? I may never be able to answer those questions.
In your research, how many times have you come to what looks like a dead end? It is very frustrating
but still a fun journey. Plus, I will still keep my eye open for any information on Manuel and Vicenta
Chavez.

Please Register for Meetings on the CVGS Website
Please register for the General Meetings, the Saturday Workshops, the Research Group and the
Computer Group on the CVGS website – www.CVGenealogy.org. Log in with your member ID, then
click on “Events” and the Register button for each event, and follow directions. This will help with
meeting planning and speaker handouts.

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and Program Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS
website. Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the “Members” tab.
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Next CVGS Saturday Workshop – 6 May 2017
The May 6th Saturday Workshop will be from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Community Room at the BonitaSunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road). The subject will be “Migration and Humans” presented by Susi
Pentico, plus a follow up on the 1 April meeting to discuss brick walls and share information learned.
Come early to connect your laptops to the Library wi-fi. This event is free for all to attend.

Next Computer Group Meeting – 19 April 2017
The next Computer Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 19 April 2017 at the Chula Vista Civic
Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula Vista, Calif.).
Class will start at 10:15 a.m. in the Auditorium and go until 11:45 a.m. when we will break for lunch. It
is called a “Beginning Computer Genealogy” group. If you have a laptop, you should bring it. Shirley
Becker and Gary Brock will be demonstrating very basic computer tasks such as how to find tutorials and
use them. We will move to the Computer Lab at 12:30 p.m., will use the library computers, will follow
through on what was learned in the morning class, and stay until 2 p.m.
Attendance to the morning class has been very low. If attendance doesn't increase, the Computer
Group will revert to an afternoon class from 12 noon to 1:30 p.m. in the Computer Lab.

Next Lemon Grove Meeting – 19 April 2017
The Lemon Grove Research Group now meets once a month at the Lemon Grove Branch Library
( location is 3001 School Lane in Lemon Grove) from 6 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Contact Susi Pentico (619-6901188, SusiCP1@gmail.com) for more details. All are invited to attend. Beginners are welcome!
Upcoming programs include:
• Wednesday, 19 April, 6 to 8 p.m.: “What the Library Has to Offer” by the Lemon Grove Librarian.

Membership Address Changes
Members, if you move or change contact information such as your email or phone number, please
notify our membership person, Karen Smith, at freelady72000@me.com. This way we can keep
information coming to you!

Member Services – Contact Karen Smith
Karen Smith is our membership chair and reports on member services. If you know of a member with
an illness or hospitalization, please contact Karen at freelady72009@me.com so we can get a card to that
member.

MyHeritage Is Now Offered at the Bonita Library
The San Diego County Library system no longer offers free access to the Library Edition of
Ancestry.com; they have replaced it with free access to MyHeritage. The good news is - MyHeritage is
available for in-library and at-home usage. Just think, you can access billions of historical records from
over 48 countries with just your library card.
Just go to http://www.sdcl.org/, click on 'eLIBRARY' at the top, then "Research & Online Learning.'
Click on the gray bar that says 'GENEALOGY', then the little box "MyHeritage." That will pull up the
screen for you to enter your library card number and PIN. And you're all set!
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Lemon Grove March Meeting Review, by Cindy Cox Teysko
The group met at the Lemon Grove Library on Wednesday, March 15. We enjoyed a fabulous
Powerpoint presentation by our own Carole Sobke entitled: “A New Family Tree to Plant, Or, How My
Hobbies Have Branched Together.”
Carole began researching her family in the late 1960’s and has come a long way. Her great
grandfather’s brother, August Heilbron, emigrated from Lower Saxon, Germany, and made his mark in
Sacramento when he had the Heilbron Mansion built in 1881. This beautiful home remains standing and
has been placed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places. It is currently at risk of being moved or
demolished and no one interested in family history wants that to happen.
Now for the fun part. Carole has melded her hobbies of genealogy and button collecting together and
wow, what a unique and creative idea! She has lovingly located many, many uncommon buttons to
represent many of her ancestors by occupation, situation, or vocation. As you will see, Carole’s ancestors
were successful businessmen, socially active, and adventurous.
Here are some of the representations she shared: The gold rush (a pan with pick, shovel, & gold nugget
button), immigrant (ship), brewing company owner (mug of beer), butcher (a rare steak), 1915 PanamaCalifornia Exposition director (souvenir), FreeMason (square & compass logo), banker (banknote), hotel
keeper (hotel), tailor (tailor at work), teacher (open book), farmer (wheat stalks), orphanage founder (two
children playing), rancher (man riding a horse). And this is not a complete list. We were very impressed
with Carole’s creativity and determination in finding these small treasures and making them a pictorial
part of her family history. Thanks, Carole!

Upcoming Family Tree Webinars (www.familytreewebinars.com)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, 12 April, 11 a.m.: Lisa Alzo: “Your Whiteboard in the Cloud: Trello for Genealogists”
Friday, 14 April, 11 a.m.: Eric Basir: “Complete Photo Restoration in Four Easy Steps”
Tuesday, 18 April, 5 p.m.: Rick Sayre: “The Genealogy in Government Documents”
Wednesday, 19 April, 11 a.m.: Mary Hill: “Neighborhood Reconstruction: Effective Use of Land
Records”
Wednesday, 26 April, 11 a.m.: Rick Sayre: “Finding and Using Land Ownership Maps”
Friday, 28 April, 11 a.m.: Ron Arons: “Researching Criminal Records”
Wednesday, 3 May, 11 a.m.: Angela Walton-Raji: “Take Me Back Where I Belong: Transportation
Records of the Freedman's Bureau”
Wednesday, 10 May, 11 a.m.: Charles Fritz Juengling: “Beginning Danish Research”
Friday, 12 May, 11 a.m.: Jane Wilcox: “New York City and State Governmental Vital Records”
Tuesday, 16 May, 5 p.m.: Debbie Parker Wayne: “MAXY DNA: Correlating mt-at-X-Y DNA With
the GPS”
Wednesday, 17 May, 11 a.m.: Thomas MacEntee: “Remember Me: Lifestreaming and the Modern
Genealogist”
Wednesday, 24 May, 11 a.m.: Eowyn Langhoff: “WikiTree: Free for all Without a Free-for-All”
Wednesday, 31 May, 11 a.m.: Michael Strauss: “The Great War: Researching Your World War I
Ancestors”
Wednesday, 7 June, 11 a.m.: Paula Stuart-Warren: “Researching Your Minnesota Ancestors”
These webinars are FREE to watch live and for a week after. You must register to view them live.
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March 29th Annual Meeting Review, by Karen Yarger
Jeanette Shiel is a Board Certified Genealogist with deep family roots in
New England, New York, and New Jersey. Her interest in her family history
began when her grandmother showed her an old family bible inscribed with
the name “J.P. Uline.” Jeanette told us how newspapers were an important
part of life in America, from the propaganda of the Revolutionary War,
through the industrial revolution of the 1850’s, and the eagerly awaited
news of actions in the Civil War. In the Victorian era, scrapbooking was
popular – and some of those saved articles may be the only record of an
event in our ancestors’ lives.
Newspapers were the ‘social media’ of their times and carried more than
just birth, marriage, and death notices. Golden nuggets of your ancestors’
daily lives can be gleaned from gossip, tax notices, business advertisements
and more. Information on local politics, and church, military and school
news can all provide additional data for your genealogy research and will
help round out your family’s stories and time line.
Jeanette gave examples from her own research which gave us an idea of her ancestor John Peter
Uline’s life and personality. She built a biography beyond his vital records with photographs and articles
noting milestones in his life and career, including his activism in the Anti-Rent movement in 1849.
She gave us tips on how to find our ancestors in newspapers, searching by various spellings of names –
even nicknames – or using specific events or locales. Her two-page handout listed various categories and
websites we can use to search. Some resources may require a fee, such as county and state archives and
universities, but others are free, such as the Library of Congress’s http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/,
which has over 2,000 newspapers from 1789-1924; and http://www.freenewspaperarchives.us/; also check
www.familysearch.org/wiki for each state.
Jeanette’s lively and informative presentation ended with her telling how our grandfathers would get a
cup of morning coffee and sit down to read the newspaper from front to back. Now, she said, we get our
news in so many other ways. But when asked for a show of hands of how many of us still do it ‘the old
fashioned way,’ nearly a third of our group raised their hands! So newspapers are still an important
source of information. Learn more about Jeanette and her blog: http://www.finelinesgen.com/

Online Genealogy Link Collections
Several genealogy websites have put genealogy link collections online, often by category, for readers'
convenience. Some of them are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Genealogy Research Toolbox: http://genealogytoolbox.weebly.com/
Thomas MacEntee: http://destinationaustinfamily.blogspot.com/p/research-toolbox.html
Steve Morse One-Step Pages: http://www.stevenmorse.org/
Paula Stuart-Warren: http://genealogybypaula.com/resources/
Jana Everson Last: http://janasgenealogyandfamilyhistory.blogspot.com/p/research-toolboxupdated-october-1-2012.html
Nichelle Barra: http://www.copperleafgenealogy.com/blog/research-toolbox/
Randy Seaver: http://www.geneamusings.com/p/randys-genealogy-links.html
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March 8th Research Group Review
The March 8th Research Group meeting had 15 in
attendance. In the first hour, Randy reviewed what he
learned and experienced at RootsTech 2017 in Salt Lake
City, including:
* Family Tree Maker announced FTM 2017 will be
available in March, and will have an improved and much
faster user interface, an interface with FamilySearch
databases, and an improved FamilySync with an
Ancestry Member Tree, including one AMT can sync
with FTM files on several computers.
* RootsMagic did not announce a release date for their
update that includes a sync with an Ancestry Member
Tree.
* MyHeritage announced two new features, Photo Discoveries and Tree Consistency Checker.
* The RootsTech 2017 videos are available at www.rootstech.org with the keynote addresses and
selected classes on each day.
In the second hour, the attendees discussed their genealogy problems and successes, including:
* Diane was researching her Longhurst ancestors, and found that one of her relatives married Samuel
Boone, the younger brother of Daniel Boone. She also asked "why did our ancestors migrate from one
place to another?" The group suggested because of other family members, religious reasons, opportunity
to work and own land, etc.
* Bobbie is working on her goal to find parents for Marguerite Baker, one of her great-grandmothers.
Her cousin in Germany sent information that her parents were Philipp Baker and Barbara Batz who had
several children, including Marguerite, before their 1853 marriage. Bobbie sent for and received the birth
registry to verify the information.
* Carole is writing family stories, and has found that Frank Lockwood Renwick married Annie Smith
in 1857, according to her father's obituary. She also found that there were seven suicides in the family.
* Jo Ann is trying to find the father of John Sadler in England. He may be a Martin Sadler.
* Jean worked all day after the 4 March workshop on her Hannah Runyon problem and didn't find
Hannah's parents.
* Shirley found an obituary that verified her William Wright ancestor. She found more obituaries and
articles about social activities in newspapers to connect some of her unknown Wrights to the family in
New York. There are similar names in families two generations apart.
* Karen S. found Texas Land Grants that linked her great-grandfather to her grandfather's neighbors
in Louisiana. Two of the 640 acre grants in 1885 were originally owned by a man who shared a deed with
her grandfather's brother.
* Helen has been researching children in her father's ancestral families, there are lots of German
names. She found many obituaries for relatives in Iowa.
* Sam couldn't find his 2nd great-grandfather or his wife in Tennessee after 1870. He found that the
wife married again in 1891 using a Google search, and found a newspaper article for her death.
* Arlene wondered about the middle name of Hiram Bowles Morris. She found that Hiram's father
married Lucinda, who had a brother named Holman Bowles.
The next CVGS Research Group meeting will be Wednesday, 12 April 2017 in the Auditorium at 12
noon at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in Chula Vista).
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Family Tree Maker 2017 To Be Available in April
Software MacKiev announced that Family Tree Maker 2017 has been delayed a bit, and will be
available in April 2017. The new features include:
•

•
•
•

Family Search: Searching, matching and merging. FamilySearch is integrated into FTM 2017 so you
can get match suggestions automatically, search billions of free online records, and merge them into
your tree.
FamilySync: An upgrade from TreeSync. FamilySync is our version of the new technology replacing
TreeSync. Families will love the new ability to sync multiple copies of FTM to one Ancestry tree.
Color Coding: Tracing your past. Get organized and gain insights into your family history using our
new color coding and filter tools with up to four colors at a time on a single person.
Photo Darkroom: Elegantly simple editing tools. Powerful but easy to use tools that in just a few
clicks can take an old photo faded beyond recognition and restore it to look like new.

RootsMagic 7 “TreeShare” With Ancestry To Be Available in Late April
RootsMagic has indicated that their new “TreeShare” feature, which includes synchronizing an
existing RootsMagic database with a new Ancestry Member Tree, or synchronizing an existing Ancestry
tree with a new RootsMagic database, will be available in late April. However, after the initial sync, the
user will have to sync information for only one person at a time between RootsMagic and the Ancestry
Member Tree. This updating of RootsMagic 7 will be free for RootsMagic 7 users.

Southern California Genealogy Jamboree 2017
The Southern California Genealogical Society is proud to present
the 48th Annual Genealogical Jamboree and the Genetic Genealogy
2017 conferences, as well as our very popular JamboFree and
Jamboree Extension Webinars. We are very excited about the
outstanding line-up of speakers and events scheduled for June 8-11,
2017 at the Los Angeles Burbank Airport Marriott Hotel (2500
Hollywood Way, Burbank, Calif., 91505). For information and
registration, see http://www.genealogyjamboree.com/.
There are Four Days, Three Conferences, One Venue:
1) 48th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree
When: Friday, June 9 thru Sunday, June 11, 2017
What: 120+ courses by 60+ top speakers for Advanced to
Beginner topics; Ethnic tracks: British Isles & Ireland,
Armenia & the Caucuses and African-American.
2) Genetic Genealogy Conference
When: Thursday, June 8, 2017
What: 25+ courses by 15+ speakers on Genetic Genealogy topics, Beginners to Advanced
Special events: Genetic Genealogy Luncheon, Reception including test kit purchasing.
3) JamboFree
When: Friday, June 9, 2017 from 8 a.m. to 12 noon
What: A morning genealogical outreach - classes and research help free and open to the public.
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Who Do You Think You Are? Series on TLC
The 7th season of the genealogy television series Who Do You Think You Are? started on Sunday, 5
March on The Learning Channel (TLC) at 10 p.m. San Diego time. The remaining episodes include:
•
•
•
•

Jennifer Grey uncovers new information about the grandfather she thought she knew, learning how
he survived adversity to become a beacon of his community.
Smokey Robinson searches for answers behind the mystery of why his grandfather disappeared from
his children’s lives and finds a man tangled in a swirl of controversy.
John Stamos digs into the mystery of how his grandfather became an orphan, and learns of
tensions between families that led to a horrible crime.
Liv Tyler learns that her family is tied into the complicated racial narrative of America.

SD Central Library Research Trip Review, by Karen Yarger
Did you notice that March had five
Wednesdays? Traditionally, we have planned
a field trip to a local genealogy library on
those extra Wednesdays (there are three more
this year – in May, August, and November).
On March 22, nine of our members, led by
John Finch, made their way downtown by car
pool or trolley to the San Diego Central
Library. There, we buried ourselves in the
stacks of books and periodicals, hunting for
those elusive historical records on
immigration, vital records and more.
The Library’s ninth floor contains one of
the largest genealogical collections in the area, and free access to the library edition of
www.Ancestry.com. Did you know you can forward an image to your email and print it from home? For
those who want copies from book pages, you can photograph them, of course, but you can also use the
copier there (just obtain a copy card, load it with a few dollars, and get a docent to help you use the
copier. It’s not as easy as it looks!).
Several of our members make occasional trips to the Library on their own. They know they can take
the Blue Line Trolley from Chula Vista to the ‘Park & Market’ stop and walk two blocks south to the
Library. The senior fare is $1.25 one way. Or, drive your own car to the big lot across the street from the
Library (only when the Padres are not at PETCO!), and pay $5 for all day. Pay at the machines at the
south end, then drive and park at the north end of the lot, just a few steps to the Library. The Library has
underground parking, but after two hours it’s $1.25 for each 20 minutes (ouch!).
Be sure to visit the 9th floor’s Hervey Rare Book Room, which houses a 4,000 year old cuneiform and
other marvels. And stop in on the 8th floor to see the displays in the Sullivan Family Baseball Research
Center – the largest baseball archive outside of Cooperstown. The gift shop and used book shop are other
‘must sees.'
The Library is open 9:30 a.m. To 7 p.m., Mon-Thurs; 9:30 a.m. To 6 p.m., Fri-Sat; and Sunday from
12 noon to 6 p.m. It is one of 35 branches in the San Diego Public Library system. For more
information, see https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/central-library.
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Welcome New Members
Current Membership (as of 4/1): 100

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to:
Verena Marie Fleming
Randy Seaver
Mary Pentico Nelson

Meeting Host Volunteers
April 26: Carole Sobke and Bethel Williams
May 31: Shirley Becker and Susi Pentico
Contact Jo Ann Bonner to sign up!
(619) 421-3628

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Ana Castro –
Karen Smith –
Carole Sobke –

619-781-8441
619-656-0996
619-465-5286

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Ceasar Castro
First Vice-President, Programs
Virginia Taylor
Second Vice-President, Membership
Karen Smith
Treasurer
Sam Seat
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Computer Group
Shirley Becker
Education
Susi Pentico
Historian
Susan Zimmer
Hospitality
Jo Ann Bonner/Ana Castro
Librarian
Wanda Brock
Newsletter Editor
Randy Seaver
Research Group/Queries
Randy Seaver
Seminars
Susi Pentico
Ways and Means
Carole Sobke
Webmaster
Gary Brock
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San Diego Genealogy Events
Saturday, April 8th, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING
Speaker: Del Ritchhart on
“Organizing Genealogy Files With Evernote”
at St. Andrews Lutheran Church
8350 Lake Murray Blvd, San Diego
Contact: www.casdgs.org
Tuesday, April 11th, 9:30 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN.
SOCIETY COGG
Speaker: Randy Crumpler on
“Computer Malware, Viruses, etc.; Using
Prevention Works”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
(1200 Carlsbad Village Dr,
Carlsbad CA 92009)
contact: Pauline Ballentine
(paulineb@cox.net)
Tuesday, April 25th, 9:30 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOC.
Speaker: Jean Wilcox Hibben on
“Is Your Brick Wall Topped by Barbed Wire?
Researching Ancestral Prisoners”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers,
(1200 Carlsbad Village Dr.,
Carlsbad CA 92009)
contact: Jean Tempke
(jtempke@roadrunner.com)
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o

UPCOMING CONFERENCES
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
May 10-13, 2017
Raleigh Convention Center,
Raleigh, N.C.
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
GENEALOGY JAMBOREE CONFERENCE
June 8-11, 2017
Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport Hotel
Burbank, Calif.
http://genealogyjamboree.com
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, April 12, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Auditorium
Wednesday, April 19, 10:15 a.m. – Beginning Computer Genealogy class, at CVCCB Conference
Wednesday, April 19, 12:30 p.m. – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, April 26, 12 noon – Program Meeting: John Finch: “World War I, the Centennial”
at CVCCB Auditorium.
Saturday, May 6, 1 p.m. – Saturday Workshop: Susi Pentico: “TBD” at Bonita-Sunnyside
Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, May 10, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Conference Room
Wednesday, May 17, 10:15 a.m. – Beginning Computer Genealogy class, at CVCCB Conference
Wednesday, May 17, 12:30 p.m. – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, May 31, 12 noon – Program Meeting: Patti Beatty: “TBD” at CVCCB Auditorium.
Saturday, June 3, 1 p.m. – Saturday Workshop: Susi Pentico: “TBD” at Bonita-Sunnyside
Library (4375 Bonita Road)
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Virginia Taylor (irishdoll@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Chula Vista Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
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