CHULA VISTA
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
Editor: Randy Seaver (619) 422-3397, randy.seaver@gmail.com
CVGS Web Site: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
CVGS Blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
Volume 26, Issue 11

Providing Genealogy Educaton in South San Diego County

November 2016

Wednesday, 30 November 2016, 12 noon To 2 p.m.
Program Meeting
“Heirloom Show and Tell”
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street, Chula Vista, CA 91910)
Due to illness, Georgie Stillman will not be presenting her usual “Heirloom Discovery Day” program.
However, Jane Strawn is organizing and will host an “Heirloom Show and Tell” program, with
members displaying their heirlooms and telling the stories about their heirlooms.
Please bring in your family treasures to share with the group. If you can carry it, you can bring it! If
possible, send Jane a photo of your item so it can be projected on the screen.
Email or phone and let Jane know if you will be bringing in a Family Treasure. Don’t forget the story.
Contact Jane Strawn (email jstrawn2@cox.net, phone 619 434-4051).

Elections for 2017-2018 Officers – November 30th Meeting – see Page 5
Save the Date: 14 December for CVGS Annual Holiday Luncheon – see Page 7
CVGS/CVPL Family History Day Highlights and Photos – Pages 4-5
SDGS/SDHC Genealogy Day (15 October) Highlights and Photos – Page 8
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President’s Message – by Virginia Taylor
November – the month to give thanks. I am sure we all have much to be
thankful for.
1. We can all be thankful that we are still here and in good or fairly
good health.
2. Thankful that we live in such a great country. And thankful that by
the time you are reading this the election will be behind us.
3. Thankful that we have choices to make as to who will lead us in the
future. We may not like the outcome of the election but we know that
the will of people will prevail and for that we can thank our ancestors
for paving the way for us.
4. Thankful that we have a roof over our heads, food on our tables and
enough money for our needs.
As we all sit down to our bountiful Thanksgiving dinner let’s all give
special thanks to all of our ancestors who made each of us who we are. And
be thankful that we can pass on these traits to our descendants.
As we sit around the table, it will be a good time to tell our younger generations about their heritage.
I’m sure many of them will sit with glazed eyes but, hopefully, sometime in the future they will remember
what they have been told and will then appreciate the information.
I personally want to give a very special thank you to all the members who worked so hard on the
Family History Day. Without your help, it would not have been the success that it was. As you know, this
was a new endeavor for us, and because of you it was one of the most successful events we have had, and
all are looking forward to doing it again next year.
Our November general meeting will be a little different this year. Georgie Stillman is unable to be with
us due to illness so we will be having an Heirloom Show and Tell. Anything that you would like to share
with the members please get a picture sent to Jane Strawn (jstrawn2@cox.net) so she can get it into the
power point for everyone to see.

Please Register for Meetings on the CVGS Website
Please register for the Program Meetings, the Saturday Workshops, the Research Group and the
Computer Group on the CVGS website – www.CVGenealogy.org. Log in with your member ID, then
click on “Events” and the Register button for each event, and follow directions. This will help with
meeting planning and speaker handouts.

Anne Gillespie Mitchell Slide Presentations Available Online
Anne Gillespie Mitchell, the keynote speaker at the SDGS/SDHC Genealogy Day on 15 October at the
San Diego History Center, has graciously made her slide presentations available from this event, and
other events, at https://finding-forgotten-stories.com/slides-from-presentations/.

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and Program Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS
website. Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the “Members” tab.

Volume 26, Number 11

Chula Vista Genealogical Society Newsletter

November 2016

Page 3

Next Computer Group Meeting – 16 November 2016
The next Computer Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 16 November 2016 at the Chula Vista Civic
Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula Vista, Calif.).
Class will start at 10:15 a.m. in the Conference Room and go until 11:45 a.m. when we will break for
lunch. It is called a “Beginning Computer Genealogy” group. If you have a laptop, you should bring it.
Shirley Becker will be demonstrating very basic computer tasks such as how to find tutorials and use
them. We will move to the Computer Lab at 12:30 p.m. and stay until 2 p.m.
This month, Shirley will get the attendees to access free genealogy websites for their use in the
afternoon class.

Lemon Grove Research Group News
The Lemon Grove Research Group now meets once a month at the Lemon Grove Branch Library
( location is 3001 School Lane in Lemon Grove) from 6 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Contact Susi Pentico (619-6901188, SusiCP@cox.net) for more details. All are invited to attend. Beginners are welcome! Upcoming
programs include:
* Wednesday, 16 November, 6 to 8 p.m.: “TBD” by Susi Pentico.
* There will be no Lemon Grove meeting in December.

Next CVGS Saturday Workshop – 3 December 2016
The December 3rd Saturday Workshop will be from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Community Room at the
Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road). The subject will be the “Family Hobby Ties to Research”
presented by Carole Sobke. This event is free for all to attend.

New CVGS Nametags Available for Sale
CVGS has new nametags for the members: they have a
pine green background with a white tree logo, Society name
and member’s name, and a magnetized back. Please order
by 30 November so the next order can be submitted. The
cost is $10 each, with $2 of that going to the CVGS
Scholarship Fund.
Order forms are available at the regular meetings, and
the first nametags have arrived. Please contact Karen Smith
(freelady72000@me.com) to order your new nametag and
for more information.

Ancestry.com We're Related Mobile App
Do you have any famous cousins? If you have an Ancestry Member Tree, you can download the We're
Related mobile app from the Apple Store (iOS devices) or the Google Play Store (Android devices) for
your smart phone or tablet and find out. The app compares your ancestors with the ancestors of famous
persons (politics, entertainment, inventors, authors, etc.) and shows the relationships and lines from the
common ancestors.
Randy's famous cousins include Abraham Lincoln, Winston Churchill, Mark Twain, Thomas Edison,
Henry Thoreau, Brad Pitt, Walt Disney, Bill Gates, Marilyn Monroe and Carrie Underwood. Who knew?
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October 22nd Family History Day A Success! by Karen Yarger
Saturday, October 22 was a great day for our Society. After months of planning, our free communitywide Family History Day opened at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library to a waiting crowd of
seventeen people, eager to see what “this genealogy thing” was all about, or at least to have fun with the
various family history-focused activities. Over 120 people enjoyed the day. Our theme was “Ancestors
Matter! What Do You Know? What Can You Find?” which was revealed on the new bright green CVGS
T-shirts worn by volunteers (and which you can order from Jane Strawn).

Guests were greeted by colorful posters directing them to various activities and a Welcome Table, laden
with “freebies.” The Library was divided into color-coded areas, marked by balloons and bright signs.
The children’s area, decorated with yellow balloons and Dr. Seuss posters, offered story times and
family-themed crafts for children of all ages.
Other areas, each with their own color scheme, were devoted to “First Steps” in genealogy research,
filling out 5-generation charts, and working with one of our volunteers on computer research. Have you
visited our genealogy collection at the Library? Our collection was highlighted to visitors, as were the
Library’s books available for check out.

At 10:30 a.m., Randy Seaver gave the keynote address “Be an Ancestor Detective,” with an excellent
handout filled with resources for the beginner and advanced alike. Between speakers, Gary Brock ran a
series of genealogy-themed videos, running simultaneously in the auditorium and on TVs throughout the
Library.
(continued on page 5)
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October 22nd Family History Day A Success! by Karen Yarger (concluded)
The highlight of the day was Ceasar Castro’s
presentation of the family tree of Chula Vista’s
mayor in “Who is Mayor Mary Casillas
Salas?” in which he presented his research of
several generations of the Mayor’s family
accompanied by family photos and comments
from the Mayor herself. An audience of nearly
sixty included many members of Mayor Salas’
family.
Ralph Munoz and Jo Ann Bonner took
pictures throughout the day, and they’ll be
posted on our website soon.
The organizing committee was chaired by
Jane Strawn, who
worked with
Library Branch
Manager Erni
Barros, and a team
of enthusiastic and
talented volunteers.
They are already
planning next
year’s Family
History Day. As
great as this day
was, next year’s
promises to be even
bigger and better!

CVGS Officer Nominees for 2017-2018
The Nominating Committee (Susi Pentico, Shirley Becker, Karen Smith) has selected the following
members to be nominated as Society Officers for 2017-2018:
•
•
•
•
•

President:
First Vice-President, Programs:
Second Vice-President, Membership:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Ceasar Castro
Carole Sobke
Karen Smith
Sam Seat
Karen Yarger

The election for the 2017-2018 Officers will be held at the 30 November 2016 General Meeting in the
auditorium of the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library at 12 noon. The Officers will be installed at
the Annual Holiday Luncheon on 14 December 2016, and will assume their duties on 1 January 2017.
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October 12th Research Group Meeting Review
The October 12th Research Group meeting had 16 members in attendance.
In the first hour, Randy discussed:
a) The Spyglass File, a forensic genealogy mystery book by Nathan
Dylan Goodwin, set in World War II England, was fascinating. It is
available on Amazon in paperback or Kindle versions.
b) The GEDmatch.com website, which imports raw autosomal
data from AncestryDNA, 23andMe or FamilyTreeDNA, is a FREE
website that analyzes your ethnicity and provides a chromosome
browser to show matches with other GEDmatch users.
c) The group watched the first 30 minutes of the "FAN + GPS +
DNA: The Problem-Solver's Great Trifecta" presentation by
Elizabeth Shown Mills. FAN refers to the Friends, Family, Associates and Neighbors concept, GPS refers
to the Genealogical Proof Standard, and DNA refers to DNA testing and analysis. The webinar is in the
Archives of FamilyTreeWebinars.com. Randy encouraged the attendees to watch the rest of the webinar
before 17 October while it is free to watch.
In the second hour, we went around the table to hear research problems, research questions and
research successes of the attendees:
a) Diane had a fabulous find of a link to an important historical person - Cristobal Colon. The greatgranddaughter of her 22nd great-grandfather, Garcia de Toledo in Spain, married Diego Colon, son of
Cristobal Colon. She used the FamilySearch Family Tree to find this relationship.
b) Bobbie sent family group sheets for her Titus family to the Lake County, Illinois, Genealogical Society
for their files that documents the family coming from Germany and settling in Lake County, Illinois.
c) Bobbie's husband's son has 25% Native-American ancestry according to an autosomal DNA test.
There was great information about Native-American research in the latest issue of Family Tree Magazine.
d) Shirley gleaned several ideas for solving her brick wall problems in upstate New York from the
Elizabeth Shown Mills webinar. She has received many Record Hints for her ancestral families from
FamilySearch and MyHeritage and is following up on them.
e) Arlene found a cousin - the writer of the On Granny's Trail blog, who was on a recent radio/podcast
program and talked about Arlene's mother's ancestors. Her mother's uncle is buried in American Samoa,
and Mormon missionaries to American Samoa took photos of gravestones there.
f) Helen's mother's first cousin took an autosomal DNA test and she is awaiting the results.
g) Mary N. found a naturalization record in a FamilySearch index for Antony Casper in 1899 in Ohio.
She asked how to obtain the record. We brought the index card up on the screen, and it said the record
was in Volume 3, page 350 of the Jefferson County, Ohio probate records, which can be obtained on
Family History Library microfilm.
h) Bea, who is new to genealogy research, is finding information on FamilySearch to verify her mother's
information.
i) Ana has been searching new records for Mexico on FamilySearch and is back to her 4th greatgrandparents.
j) JoAnn made a 32 page family tree chart on MyHeritage and put it on a wall in her home. It's
interesting to see the extent of the family. She is trying to find her grandson's ancestry in Guam, and her
son-in-law has found a cousin there.
The next meeting of the CVGS Research Group will be on Wednesday, 9 November at 12 noon in the
Conference Room at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library.
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Save the Date: December 14th for CVGS Holiday Luncheon
The CVGS Annual Holiday Luncheon will be Wednesday, 14 December, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Chula Vista South Library (389 Orange Avenue) in the Conference Rooms.
Turkey, ham and drinks will be provided by CVGS. The potluck breakdown for the rest of the meal
will be coordinated by JoAnn Bonner (phone 619-421-3628, email jabonner13@gmail.com) and Ana
Castro (phone 619-781-8441, email crcastro@cox.net). Please contact them by 12/3 to coordinate the
potluck dishes. The schedule is:

•
•
•
•

A to F Surnames: Potatoes (Irish or Sweet), Veggies, Casserole
G to K Surnames: Desserts
L to P Surnames: Salads, Rolls, Butter
Q to Z Surnames: Snack trays, Condiments, Olives, Pickles, Cranberry Sauce, etc.

A sign-up sheet will be passed around at the 30 November program meeting.
There will be a free door prize drawing, and attendees may bring a bring one/get one gift exchange item
($10 limit). Attendees are requested to bring non-perishable food and/or unwrapped toys for donation to
the Salvation Army

October 19 Lemon Grove Outreach Review, by Cindy Cox Teysko
The Lemon Grove Outreach group met on Wednesday, October 19 for an informative presentation by
the Branch Manager of the Lemon Grove Library, Liz A. Vagani. Her talk and slide show, “Using
Library Resources for Genealogy Research,” included reminders and new information for the seasoned
genealogists in attendance.
She described the many ways the San Diego County Library system can help with ancestor searching.
The county libraries subscribe to the library edition of the popular website Ancestry.com where one can
access over 4,000 databases including census, military, church, land, and immigration records at no
charge (it can only be accessed while inside the library).
Personal Note: As an Ancestry subscriber for many years, I learned about a database I had never
browsed, “U.S., Interviews with Former Slaves, 1936-1938.” These transcribed interviews are remarkable
and can be searched by name or by state. Some include a photograph of the interviewee.
There are thirty-three libraries in the San Diego County system. Two of those with exceptional
genealogy resources are Poway (home of the Poway Chieftain newspapers) and El Cajon. The Poway
Historical Society can also be contacted for local information (http://powayhistoricalsociety.org)
An important resource of the County Library system is the online “Classic Catalog” located at
http://www.sdcl.org (click on “Classic Catalog” on the left). Books and media can be located and
reserved by searching by title or author. Here’s a tip: avoid using a keyword search—it is a bit finicky.
Here you will also find inter-library loan sites “Link +” and “San Diego Circuit;” both are links to
outside libraries where books can be located and requested. As a Library cardholder, books and
periodicals can be requested from other library systems in the U.S. The items are shipped to the closest
library without charge unless the lending library adds charges.
Free online resources discussed were www.loc.gov (Library of Congress), www.census.gov, and
WorldCat (www.worldcat.org)
Liz reminded us that all genealogy records are not available online and must be searched onsite. Many
historical societies, university libraries, and ethnic origin groups have private archives of newspapers,
local history books, and personal family genealogies that may be helpful to researching our ancestors and
the places where they lived.
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San Diego Genealogy Day in Balboa Park, by Karen Yarger
The San Diego History Center and the San Diego Genealogical Society co-sponsored the second annual
San Diego Genealogy Day on Saturday, October 15 at the History Center’s museum in Balboa Park.
More than 100 attendees, including several of
our Society’s members, paid $40-50 to enjoy a
light buffet breakfast and choices of several
classes. The keynote address was given by Anne
Gillespie Mitchell, Senior Product Manager at
Ancestry.com, who writes the “Ask Ancestry
Anne” column. Her topic, “How Do I Know When
I’m Right?” had some good tips. She also taught a
class, ”Finding and Researching Women,” using
two case studies as examples.
Four classes were scheduled in two breakout
sessions. In addition to Anne’s class, Del
Ritchhart discussed “Using Newspapers as a
Research Resource,” our own Randy Seaver
offered “Top 10 Free Genealogy Websites,” and
Jane Kenealy and Peter Steelquist presented
“San Diego Genealogy Resources.”
There were themed table exhibits in the
atrium, hosted by various genealogical groups
including SDGS’s “Beginning Genealogy”, and
Toni Perrone and the Immigrant Genealogy
Society’s display on international research. Two
tables presented ideas on military research, and
CVGS’s own exhibit, “Courthouses to Cemeteries
– Planning a Research Trip,” arranged by Jane
Strawn and Karen Yarger, offered great
handouts with informational tips and resources.
Something new this year – the Museum is no
longer charging admission, thanks to a generous
donation by an anonymous supporter. The new
program, called “Give Forward”, asks only that
you donate as you leave what you feel your visit
was worth. The free admission allowed families
entrance to all the museum displays, and also to
visit the genealogy tables in the front hall. We
may have gained a couple new members!
As always, the day provided good opportunities
for our genealogy community to network and
share resources. We look forward to the third
annual San Diego Genealogy Day in 2017.
(photos courtesy of J. Paul Hawthorne)
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Welcome New Members
Current Membership (as of 11/1): 91

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to:
Georgie Stillman

Meeting Host Volunteers
Nov. 30th: Virginia Taylor and Susan Zimmer
Contact Jo Ann Bonner to sign up!
(619) 421-3628

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Ana Castro –
Karen Smith –
Carole Sobke –

619-781-8441
619-656-0996
619-465-5286

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Virginia Taylor
First Vice-President, Programs
Jane Strawn
Second Vice-President, Membership
Karen Smith
Treasurer
Gary Brock
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Computer Group
Shirley Becker
Education
Susi Pentico
Historian
Susan Zimmer
Hospitality
Jo Ann Bonner/Ana Castro
Librarian
Wanda Brock
Newsletter Editor
Randy Seaver
Research Group/Queries
Randy Seaver
Seminars
Susi Pentico
Ways and Means
Carole Sobke
Webmaster
Gary Brock
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San Diego Genealogy Events
Tuesday, November 8th, 9:30 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN.
SOCIETY COGG
Speaker: Randy Seaver on
“Using FamilySearch Digital Microfilm to
Find Genealogical Records”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
(1200 Carlsbad Village Dr,
Carlsbad CA 92009)
contact: Pauline Ballentine
(paulineb@cox.net)

Saturday, November 12, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Speaker: Kitty Munson Cooper on
“DNA Testing Basics for Genealogists”
and
“Breaking Brick Walls with DNA”
at St. Andrew's Methodist Church
(8375 Lake Murray Blvd., San Diego)

Tuesday, November 22nd, 9:30 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOC.
Speaker: Gena Philibert-Ortega on
“Once Upon a Time at an Antique Store:
Telling the Story of Mrs. E.G. Stetson”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers,
(1200 Carlsbad Village Dr.,
Carlsbad CA 92009)
contact: Jean Tempke
(jtempke@roadrunner.com)
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o

CONFERENCES
ROOTSTECH 2017 CONFERENCE
February 8 – 11, 2017
Salt Lake City, Utah
https://www.rootstech.org
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Saturday, November 5, 1 p.m. – Saturday Workshop: Gary Brock: “Allway Sync Program” at
Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, November 9, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 10:15 a.m. – Beginning Computer Genealogy class, CVCCB Conf. Room
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 12:30 p.m. – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, November 30, 12 noon – Program Meeting: Jane Strawn and CVGS Members
“Heirloom Show and Tell” at CVCCB Auditorium.
Wednesday, December 7, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, December 14, 11 a.m. – CVGS Holiday Luncheon, at South Chula Vista Library (389
Orange Avenue, Chula Vista)
NOTE: No Research Group or Computer Group meetings in December
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Jane Strawn (jstrawn2@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Chula Vista Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
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