CHULA VISTA
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
Editor: Randy Seaver (619) 422-3397, randy.seaver@gmail.com
CVGS Web Site: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
CVGS Blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
Volume 26, Issue 2

Providing Genealogy Educaton in South San Diego County

February 2016

WEDNESDAY, February 24th GENERAL MEETING
from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
At Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street) in Auditorium
“New York Revisited” with Shirley Becker
This program will be an overview of upstate NY areas for research, but not New York City which
would require at least another hour or two. I have updated some information, rechecked links, and given
suggestions for researchers to follow. For those who have seen prior presentations, it will be again
overwhelming with facts, but hopefully not too dry. The strange places records can be found in NY will be
talked about and the handout will contain links to many areas that were not online even two years ago.
In depth coverage of research in NY is not possible in one talk, but there are many areas that a
genealogist can use to expand their knowledge and hopefully find a missing ancestor or information to
add to their knowledge. Each area such as the Erie Canal merits detailed and in depth coverage,
especially those of Irish or Italian descent, as many of them lost their lives working on the canal, the same
fact is true regarding the railroads. This presentation should provide clues for further research in a state
that was a gateway to the rest of the nation.
Shirley Becker is a great grandmother to about 13, of whom 4 live with her. Since 3 are teenagers she
does occasionally have to battle for computer time. She has been working on genealogy seriously for
about 30 years and before that occasionally as she found time. Most of her research is in upstate New
York, but as her lines grow she has found some in Virginia, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and the New
England States. She is presently attempting to correct mistakes and add sources that were neglected when
she was a beginner in the lifelong work that is known as Genealogy.
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President’s Message – by Virginia Taylor
As we keep hearing on the news and reading in the newspaper about all
the disasters around the country I wonder how the genealogists who have
been affected by floods, high winds and blizzards are protecting their
lifetimes of research.
I know we are always told to have copies of all our work in at least three
different places, but how many have done that? My main backup is in the
cloud on Carbonite. It is a paid site but there are plenty of free sites in the
cloud to save your trees.
I also have my trees posted on Ancestry and MyHeritage. Having them
there is two-fold. One, it is another place they are protected. Also they are
available to other possible family members. I’m sure I have unknown
cousins running around somewhere on the web and I keep hoping they will
eventually find me and we can compare notes.
Several years ago I gave my niece a disk with all of my information that I
had at that time. She was living in Indiana so felt safe that we wouldn’t both have a disaster at the same
time. Unfortunately she has since passed away and I have no idea what has happened to that disk. Her
children probably threw it away. Now that I think about it, I probably should make a new disk and send
to my cousin in MA. Several years ago she sent me all the information she had at that time. Guess that
should be on my to-do list for this year.
Just a note of a couple of upcoming events. Our February general meeting will be back at Civic Center
in the beautiful new auditorium. You will be surprised at how much nicer it looks since you last saw it.
Shirley Becker will be our speaker. Her talk will be New York Revisited. She is our resident expert on
New York.
Saturday, March 5 will be the Family History Fair in Escondido. We have been attending for several
years and always have a table set up to tell people about our society. If you are planning to go and can
give an hour or so to help man the table please contact Karen Yarger (khy13@hotmail.com or 619-4260834). It is a free event and there are always nationally known speakers. There will probably be a sack
lunch for a nominal fee. I hope many of you will plan to attend. It is always a fun day.

Please Register for Meetings on the CVGS Website
Please register for the Program Meetings, the Saturday Workshops, the Research Group and the
Computer Group on the CVGS website – www.CVGenealogy.org. Log in with your member ID, then
click on Events and the Register button for each event, and follow directions. This will help with meeting
planning and speaker handouts. Soon, members will be able to download speaker handouts to their
computer and print them out. You will receive an email reminder for the events from CVGS based on
your registration.

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and Program Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS
website. Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the “Members” tab.
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Next Computer Group Meeting – 17 February 2016
The next Computer Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 17 February 2016 in the Computer Lab at
the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula Vista, Calif.), from 12
noon to 2 p.m.. Shirley Becker will lead this group and will visit some free genealogical resources.

Lemon Grove Research Group News
The Lemon Grove Research Group now meets once a month at the Lemon Grove Branch Library
( location is 3001 School Lane in Lemon Grove) from 6 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Contact Susi Pentico (619-6901188, SusiCP@cox.net) for more details. All are invited to attend. Beginners are welcome! Upcoming
programs include:
* Wednesday, February 17, 6 to 8 p.m.: Susi Pentico will discuss “Workshops Purpose.”
* Wednesday, March 16, 6 to 8 p.m.: Susi Pentico will discuss “Libraries, Where Are They?”

CVGS Sunday Workshop – 6 March 2016
The March 6th (a Sunday!) Workshop will be from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. In the Community Room at the
Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road). The subject will be “GEDCOM Files” led by Shirley
Becker and Gary Brock. Bring your laptops with your genealogy desktop software installed and practice
exporting and importing GEDCOM files. You may want to bring a thumb drive also.

“Honoring a Veteran” Scholarship News, by Susi Pentico
We received our first two Scholarship applications and we are looking forward to this event this year.
We do not want our Veterans young or old or deceased to be forgotten. This opportunity is open to all
Seniors in the Sweetwater Union High School District. If you know a Senior who has not received this
information from their Counselors, please contact the Educational Chairperson, Susi Pentico at
SusiCP@cox.net or use our society's contact on our webpage (http://www.cvgenealogy.org/) The
deadline for applications is 15 March 2016.
This Scholarship was founded to help students who do not always qualify for some of the other
Scholarships offered. It truly means any student who will be graduating can apply.

Volunteer Opportunity: Monthly Callers, by Karen Smith
Wanted: CVGS members who would enjoy the opportunity to get to know more of our wonderful
members. We need two callers to help bring our members up to date on our monthly events and changes.
Many of our members do not use our website and some do not use computers, so this is an invaluable job.
Please call Karen Smith (619-656-0996) if you are interested in serving our society in this effort.

Findmypast Launches Large U.S. Marriage Collection
Leading family history company, Findmypast , announced that, in partnership with FamilySearch
International, it has launched a large U.S. marriage collection, covering 360 years of marriages from
1650-2010. When complete, this landmark collection will contain at least 100 million records and more
than 450 million names from 2,800 counties across America. More than 60 per cent of these marriage
records have never before been published online.
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Stephen Morse to Speak at SDJGS on Sunday, 14 February
Dr. Stephen Morse, the creator of the One-Step Webpages, will speak at the Lawrence Family Jewish
Community Center (4126 Executive Drive, JCC Senior Activity Room, Executive Dr. & Genesee Ave., in
La Jolla) at 1 p.m., at the February 14th San Diego Jewish Genealogical Society meeting.
Dr. Morse's talk will be “Case Study: Genealogy of Renee Kaufman.” This lecture presents a case
study using the One-Step Webpages as well as other websites to develop a family history. It illustrates
how, with a minimal amount of initial information, an entire genealogy can be obtained. It also shows how
to obtain records in spite of name misspellings, and how to avoid accepting wrong information.
Born and raised in New York, Stephen Morse developed a strong interest in math and electricity. Dr.
Morse went on to earn undergraduate, masters and a doctoral degree in electrical engineering, spending
his career working in computer science. Dr. Morse is also a well-respected genealogist with expertise in
many areas of genealogical research and related fields. He created the invaluable website for genealogists
— One Step Webpages: http://stevemorse.org/ — and has spoken to numerous organizations about many
aspects of genealogy.

Floating Genealogy Seminar – 4 Days of Family History
Gena and Jean Genealogy invites you to sign up for a 4-day cruise from Long Beach to Catalina Island
and Ensenada aboard the cruise ship Imagination. The ship departs on Sunday, 6 November 2016 at 5:30
p.m. And returns on Thursday, 10 November at 8 a.m.





Enjoy and learn from presentations by Gena Philibert-Ortega, MA and Jean Wilcox Hibben,
PhD, CGsm (First registrants will get to select the programs to be presented)
Receive consultation time (to be determined) with the experts*
Network with other genealogists
Get on the information email list, genjourneys@gmail.com (no obligation, just updates on the
progress of the cruise plans)

Download the flyer for registration and price information, get to know our sponsors, learn the latest on
the Cruise and other activities at our Blog: http://genaandjean.blogspot.com/. See the flyer at
http://genaandjean.blogspot.com/2015/12/make-genealogy-resolution-and-register.html
REGISTER EARLY!! Those reserving first 20 cabins to get extra bonus(es). Additional surprise(s)
for the next 20 cabins reserved.

More Family Tree Maker News
Family Tree Maker genealogy software (both Windows and Mac versions) has been purchased by
Software MacKiev (www.mackiev.com) from Ancestry.com, and will continue to be developed and sold.
The Mac version of Family Tree Maker has been developed by MacKiev over the past seven years and
licensed to Ancestry.com.
Ancestry.com announced that Family Tree Maker will continue to synchronize to a person's Ancestry
Member Tree, but perhaps not the same way as the current TreeSync synchronization (which is an entire
tree). Ancestry has not yet developed the API to enable synchronization of persons, events and media.
In addition, RootsMagic will use the Ancestry API to enable synchronization of persons, events and
media with a person's Ancestry Member Tree. Read the Ancestry.com announcement at
http://www.geneamusings.com/2016/02/bombshell-news-ancestrycom-to-sync-with.html .
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January 27th Program Review – Gena Philibert-Ortega
Gena Philibert-Ortega was the program speaker
on 27 January, presenting “Remember the Ladies:
Finding Your Female Ancestors.”
Gena noted that “Women are half the population
but they also seem to be the hardest half to find in a
family tree.” Five aspects of a woman's life need to
be researched – The woman herself, the woman's
family, the locality where she lived, the time period
she lived in, and the neighbors, organizations and the
community around her.
While we usually concentrate on government
records (e.g., vital, census, land, etc.), women may be
in records such as family papers or Bibles, church
records, newspaper articles, journals, scrapbooks,
cookbooks, school records.
A list of names may be helpful in finding records and should consider spelling variations, middle
names, initials, maiden names, married names, husband's names, and prefixes like Miss, Mrs., widow,
Grandma, etc. Nicknames or diminutives should also be considered. Use these names when you search in
online databases or in books, articles or newspapers.
Maiden names might be found on birth records, baptismal records, marriage records, death records,
cemetery records, Social Security records, passenger list records, in newspaper articles, on land deeds, or
on her father's probate records.
If an American-born woman married an alien man after 1906, until the 1930s, she lost her American
citizenship until her husband became a naturalized citizen. If he never did, then she had to apply for
citizenship again.
As you gather information about a woman's life, determine her religion, occupation, and organizations
that she belonged to, and then use those to identify keywords to use in a search online, at a library or
archives. Library and archival catalogs usually will not be cataloged by names but will be cataloged by
organizations or groups.
A timeline of the woman's life is helpful to determine when and where she resided in a specific place.
She also suggested making your own “guide” for each person to list the repositories and records that
should be searched for in each family locality.
Some online resources mentioned by Gena included Google, Ancestry.com, Mocavo, FamilySearch,
Live Roots, Genealogy Gophers (free books), Find A Grave, Interment.net, ArchiveGrid (for manuscript
collections), state or regional libraries, university libraries, and WorldCat (to find nearest location of a
book, or article). Contacting a librarian online or on the phone can often help a researcher find a work of
interest. The FamilySearch Library Catalog can provide information about holdings in the FamilySearch
system, whether, books, periodicals, microfilm, microfiche, in digitized books, or in online databases.
Search for a town-county-state or county-state to determine what is available.
Many, but not nearly all, newspapers have been digitized and are now searchable at GenealogyBank,
Ancestry.com, Newspapers.com, NewspaperARCHIVE.com, and Chronicling America, plus state digital
newspaper websites.
This was an interesting and information-packed presentation on a very timely and appropriate
subject.
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Research Group Meeting Review – 13 January 2016
The January 13th meeting of the CVGS Research Group had 14
in attendance.
In the first hour, Randy reviewed the genealogy news and
highlights since mid-December, including:
* Finding Your Roots, with Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. as the host,
is a genealogy-oriented series on PBS started on 5 January and is
on Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. on PBS through February.
* The 2016 Southern California Genealogy Jamboree will be June
3-5 in Burbank at the Burbank Airport Marriott Hotel registration is now open and hotel reservations can be made.
* Randy offered an "Ancestor Score" table to attendees - see how many ancestors you have in each
generation (see http://www.geneamusings.com/2016/01/saturday-night-genealogy-fun-your.html).
* He also reviewed some of the mobile apps he uses for genealogy on his iPhone and tablet (see
http://www.geneamusings.com/2016/01/dear-randy-how-do-you-use-your.html).
* Lastly, he reviewed his Top 10 Genealogy News items from 2015 (see
http://www.geneamusings.com/2016/01/top-10-genealogy-news-items-for-2015-my.html).
In the second hour, the attendees had an opportunity to share their questions, their research challenges
and research successes.
* Bobbie has 8 grandchildren and got to see all of them at Christmas. Her grandson in the Air Force flew
in as a surprise from New Mexico.
* Linda spent time at Christmas with her extended family and identified people in old family pictures.
* Jane read two books by John Colletta, including his Italian Roots book.
* Arlene's granddaughter married in 2014, and asked her mother-in-law for family information. She
received five generations of family information.
* Diane noted that the Chula Vista Stake Family History Fair is May 21. She has been working with her
grandson on Ancestry.com.
* Carole's great-aunt was on a Rose Bowl float in 1919. She has been trying to find articles and
photographs about the event. She found a brochure with photos on www.Bookfinder.com and passed it
around.
* Bobbie reported on her summer vacation to Illinois and New York to find more of her German
ancestors. She visited the Hamburg N.Y. cemetery for Titus family, and contacted a church there for
Miller family information with great success.
* Jane reported on her summer trip to Troy, N.Y. in search of her del Vecchio family. Her goal now is to
get it all in the computer. She got help from the CDC website that has vital record contact information
(www.cdc.gove/nchs/w2w.htm). She wants tips on how to best and wisely manage her time. The group
suggested a to-do list and a research log.
* Shirley mentioned a website with a list of many useful websites - http://sites.lib.byu.edu/familyhistory/.
* Delores is creating a website, one section with ancestor narratives with maps and records, and wants
help with The Next Generation (TNG) of Genealogy Software program. She also asked "How do we
know that we are correct in our research?" The group said that following the Genealogical Proof
Standard (GPS) helps, and that original record sources with first-hand information are preferred over
derivative or compiled works and second-hand information.
* Gary showed some of the revised pages on the CVGS website - the Events page, Forum page, and the
Handouts pages in the Members only section.
The next meeting of the CVGS Research Group will be at 12 noon on Wednesday, 10 February 2016 in
the Conference Room of the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street, Chula Vista).
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Finding Your Roots on PBS Through March 8th
The third season of Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s "Finding Your Roots" series on PBS started on Tuesday, 5
January 2016, at 8 p.m. (Channel 11 on Cox Cable in San Diego). You can watch previous episodes at
http://www.pbs.org/weta/finding-your-roots/. The upcoming dates and celebrities are:
* Tuesday, 9 February 2016: “War Stories”
with Patricia Arquette, Julianne Moore, John
McCain
* Tuesday, 16 February 2016: “Family
Reunions” with Sean Combs and LL Cool J
* Tuesday, 23 February 2016: “The
Pioneers” with Neil Patrick Harris, Gloria
Steinem, and Sylvia Cisneros
* Tuesday, 1 March 2016: “The Long Way
Home” with Azar Nafisi and Lidia Bastianich
* Tuesday, 8 March 2016: “Maps of Stars”
with Mia Farrow and Dustin Hoffman

Watch Legacy Family Tree Webinars for More Genealogy Education
Family Tree Webinars site continues to provide interesting and informative genealogy webinar
presentations by notable speakers on a near weekly basis. The complete list of upcoming webinars can be
found at http://familytreewebinars.com/. For January and early February, the scheduled webinars are:
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, 10 February 2016: “The Scots-Irish in America,” by Peggy Clemens Lauritzen
Wednesday, 17 February 2016: “Getting Started with Microsoft Word,” by Thomas MacEntee
Friday, 19 February 2016: “Problem Solving with Fans,” by Beth Foulk
Wednesday, 24 February 2016: “A Guided Tour of Cyndis List 2.0,” by Cyndi Ingle
Wednesday, 2 March 2016: “the War of 1812: Preserving the Pensions,” by Michael Hall

These 90-minute webinars are FREE to watch live at 11 a.m. Pacific time and for seven days after the
live presentation on the website. After seven days, they are added to the Webinar Archive behind the
Family Tree Webinars pay wall ($49.95 for a one year subscription). There are over 270 webinars
available in the Archive now. Most of them have an accompanying handout available only to subscribers.
This is one of the best genealogy education bargains around.

RootsTech 2016 Blog Compendium
What happened at RootsTech 2016 in Salt Lake City, Utah? Read blog posts about RootsTech week
written by over 50 genealogy bloggers in http://www.geneamusings.com/2016/02/rootstech-2016conference-blog.html .
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Who’s Due to Pay Dues? – by Karen Smith
Now that we are using the Wild Apricot service for our website, the program will keep track of our due
renewal dates automatically. For example, if you paid your 2015 dues on February 12, 2015, you will get
an email about 21 days before February 12, 2016, and also 7 days before, reminding you to pay your dues.
Be on the lookout for these reminders. If you are curious about when your dues will be due, just fire an
email to Karen Smith at freelady72000@me.com and she will give you the date. Members can pay their
dues three ways:
1. You can mail your check/payment to our Post Office Box (see front page).
2. Payment can be made on Wild Apricot by Paypal or credit card.
3. You can give your check to Karen Smith or Gary Brock at a meeting.

Program Meeting Schedule Changes, by Karen Yarger
In an effort to make our general meetings more efficient and less time consuming, and considering
courtesy to our speakers, the Board has suggested the following program flow for general meetings:
a) Welcome remarks and recognition of guests and new members by the President
b) Brief announcements of upcoming events
c) The speaker’s presentation
d) The raffle
e) A shortened business meeting, noting that most items are on the website and in the newsletter
f) Adjournment

Escondido Family History Fair is Saturday, 5 March
It is time again for the annual all-day Family History Fair in Escondido on Saturday, March 5 th,
starting at 9 a.m. The keynote speaker this year is Barry Ewell. He is a popular and dynamic speaker and
will be teaching classes, as well as being our keynote.
The Fair will be at the Escondido Family History Center at 2255 Felicita Road in Escondido.
Registration for the Fair will begin on their website First, here is the speakers' schedule:
http://www.escondidofhc.com/family-history-fair/. And here's the page to register (tickets are free; sent to
your email) http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2016-family-history-fair-tickets-19177982863?aff=ebrowse
The event is FREE to everyone, and box lunches will be available for a fee. There will be an exhibit
hall with local genealogical, heritage and historical societies participating.
CVGS will arrange a carpool trip to the Family History Fair – we will email details to the society
members,and have sign up sheets at meetings before then.

Save the Date – Chula Vista Family Discovery Day is Saturday, 21 May
The Chula Vista Family Discovery Day will be on Saturday, May 21st at the Chula Vista Stake on East
H Street. Randy Seaver will be the Keynote speaker, and there will be classes and an exhibit hall. Watch
for more information in the coming months. This is a free event for all. There will be more publicity for
it in the coming months.
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Welcome New Members
Current Membership (as of 2/1): 97

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to: Diane DeVincenzo

Meeting Host Volunteers
February 24th: Sunny Van Cleave and Karen
Smith
March 30th: Carole Sobke and Bethel Williams
Contact Jo Ann Bonner to sign up!
(619) 421-3628

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Page 1 – Ana Castro –
619-781-8441
Page 2 – Jacquie Goodman – 619-482-0350
Page 3 – Pam Buchan – pbuchan@cox.net
Page 4 – Diane Godinez –
619-429-8880

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Virginia Taylor
First Vice-President, Programs
Jane Strawn
Second Vice-President, Membership
Karen Smith
Treasurer
Gary Brock
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Computer Group
Shirley Becker
Education
Susi Pentico
Historian
Susan Zimmer
Hospitality
Jo Ann Bonner/Ana Castro
Librarian
Wanda Brock
Newsletter Editor
Randy Seaver
Research Group/Queries
Randy Seaver
Seminars
Susi Pentico
Ways and Means
Webmaster
Gary Brock
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San Diego Genealogy Events
Tuesday, February 9th , 9 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN.
SOCIETY COGG
Speaker: Connie Moretti
“Open to the Public: DAR On-Line
Resources”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
contact: Pam Boyle ( boylepam@gmail.com )
Saturday, February 13th, 10 a.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Speaker: Stephen P. Morse
"From DNA to Genetic Genealogy: Everything
You Wanted to Know but Were Afraid to Ask"
and
"Genealogy Beyond the Y Chromosome:
Autosomes Exposed"
at St. Andrew's Lutheran Church
8350 Lake Murray Blvd., San Diego
contact: lbrady014@gmail.com
Tuesday, February 23rd, 9 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOC.
Speaker: Mary Anne Vincent on
“Civil War Widow's Pensions –
Union and Confederate”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
contact: Jean Tempke
( jtempke@roadrunner.com )
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o

CONFERENCES
SCGS 2016 GENEALOGY JAMBOREE
June 2-6, 2016
Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport Hotel,
2500 Hollywood Way, Burbank, CA. 91505
Info: http://genealogyjamboree.com/
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, February 3, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Saturday, February 6, 1 p.m. – Saturday Workshop: Gary Brock: “More Scanning” at BonitaSunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, February 10, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, February 17, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, February 24, 12 noon – Program Meeting: Shirley Becker: “New York Revisited”
at CVCCB Auditorium
Wednesday, March 2, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Sunday, March 6, 3 p.m. – Sunday Workshop: Shirley Becker and Gary Brock: “GEDCOM
Files” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, March 9, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, March 16, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, March 30, 12 noon – Program Meeting: Toni Perrone: “The Land of Hansel and
Gretel: Genealogical Resources for Hessen” at CVCCB Auditorium
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Jane Strawn (jstrawn2@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
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