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WEDNESDAY, October 28th GENERAL MEETING
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
At Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road) in Community Room
Annette Hubbell and Elaine Litton Invite you to “Tea with Mrs. Roosevelt”
You are invited to tea with the First Lady, Mrs. Roosevelt, on Wednesday, October 28th at 12:30 in the
Community Room of the Bonita-Sunnyside Library. See the invitation on page 5.
Did you know that Anna, the seventh Duchess of Bedford,
is given credit for the invention of afternoon tea? It’s true.
The English ate the evening meal about 8:00 at night leaving
a very long time from the noon meal. Anna just couldn’t wait
that I suspect, and asked for tea and a light meal to hold her
over until the later meal. Thus, afternoon tea was born along
with the traditions that have followed.
But remember these “rules:” pinky fingers are never
raised, lift the saucer with the cup to your mouth, no slurping,
and when stirring sugar or cream the teaspoon should never
make noise. Tea foods are a snack not a meal, so one takes
just one of each food item. Know the difference between High
Tea and Low Tea? It's just the height of the table, but that’s an explanation for another time.
Wear your “Tea Party” clothes and bring your favorite teacup and saucer, not a mug! See you on
October 28th at 12:30 p.m.!

See your personal invitation on Page 5 of this Newsletter!
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President’s Message – by Virginia Taylor
My favorite season has finally arrived and it actually feels like Fall, at
least for a few days. Today has been almost as perfect as a day can be at this
time of year with the cooler temperatures and the rain. I just wish we would
have a few more days like this.
I have been thinking back on the Midwest Autumn days as I was growing
up. After our long hot summer Fall was very welcome. My job when I got
home from school was to change my clothes and go outside and rake up the
leaves that had fallen in the previous 24 hours. We had five maple trees
across the front of our property so the leaves had to be raked every day. At
that time we could rake them into the street and burn them. I would rake up
several piles and then my mother would come out and set them on fire.
Sometimes we even roasted marshmallows over the fire. That made the
raking all worthwhile. When the fires burned out and it began to get dark I
would go inside and do my homework.
One of the few trips my family ever took was our annual trip to Brown County to see the changing
colors. Brown County is in the hills of southern Indiana where the state has the most brilliant colors. It
always included coming home with a bushel of apples and a gallon of apple cider. What memories.
It took several years in San Diego before I could see the subtle change of seasons. Now I can really tell
the difference. Not only do the temperatures drop there is also a difference in the smell of the air and the
sounds of the traffic on the freeway just a block from me. I can’t describe it but there a definite
difference. Almost makes me wish we could have Fall weather year round but then I wouldn’t get the
enjoy the winter rains. At least I hope we will have some winter rains this year.
If you have not yet signed up for our November 7 seminar, I suggest that you do so soon. The deadline
for signing up is October 26. At that time we have to give the Bonita Golf Course our count so they can
start ordering the food for our catered lunch. The topics our speakers are covering are all topics that you,
our members, have been asking for so now is the time to get out to hear them.

Who’s Due to Pay Dues? – by Karen Smith
Now that we are using the Wild Apricot service for our website, the program will keep track of our due
renewal dates automatically. For example, if you paid your 2015 dues on December 12, 2014, you will get
an email about 14 days before December 12, 2015 reminding you to pay your dues. Be on the lookout for
these reminders. If you are curious about when your dues will be due, just fire an email to Karen Smith at
freelady72000@me.com and I will give you the date.

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and Program Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS
website. Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the Resources tab.
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Saturday, November 7 is the CVGS Fall Seminar
The CVGS Fall Seminar will be on Saturday, 7 November at the Bonita Golf Course (5540 Sweetwater
Road in Bonita) from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., including a catered lunch, door prizes, etc. The fee for CVGS
Members is $45 and for non-members is $50; this includes a catered lunch and door prizes. Note that this
is the main fundraising event for the CVGS Scholarship program.
The seminar theme is “Over the Pond.” Our ancestors came ACROSS the pond to come here, we are
going OVER the pond to research their history. The two speakers will be:
1)
Judith Brooks:
* High Road or Low Road - How and Why the Scots Migrated – This talk is basically a "big picture"
history of the Scots and why they left Scotland starting in the 13th century through 19th and 20th
centuries. They migrated all around the world and this talk will present how and why they landed in
fifteen or more countries by country.
* Using Ancestral Religious Migratory Patterns to find Church Records to Further Your Research – This
presentation covers the major Christian Religions in the early years, their history, where the majority
migrated to in America and why. It recommends steps to locating potential churches based on these
patterns.
Judith is a retired registered nurse and quality management professional. In the fifteen years since, she
has done extensive research on her husband's and her own families. She thoroughly researches to prove
or disprove other researcher's input and likes to focus on locating and reporting the history of the area in
which these ancestors lived including society memberships as well as local stories. Her focus has been the
colonial era, revolutionary war and the early settlement of the Ohio River Valley, as well as finding how
and when these ancestors crossed the ocean. She is a member of the APG. Detailed data can be found at:
https://www.apgen.org/directory/search_detail.html?mbr_id=4196
2)
Toni Perrone:
* Italian Research, Traditions, and Customs – Call it culture, call it tradition. How much do you really
know about your family? This lecture will assist you in finding the resources to complete a genealogy
report on your Italian family.
* Marriage and Inheritance Customs in Germany--Archive Records – The value of heritage and
inheritance was very strong, marriage contracts were negotiated, and were usually based on Partible
Inheritance --this will be discussed in depth.
Toni Perrone is a founding member of the Immigrant Genealogical Society, the Immigrant Library in
Los Angeles, CA, and the Temecula Valley Genealogical Society. She is the present day Chair of the
German Interest Group in Temecula. Toni serves as President of the Pommern Interest group at the
Immigrant Library and on the Board of Directors of the Immigrant Genealogical Society. She volunteers
at the Family History Center in Murrietta and has for many years. She has been a speaker to various
genealogical societies since 1981. Toni has a background of 33 years of research in German and Italian
ancestry, has received numerous awards from genealogical groups, has published articles in genealogical
publications, two books on family lines and is currently working on a third.
Please register and pay for this event on the CVGS website –
https://chulavistagenealogysociety.wildapricot.org/event-1814401.
Please read Susi's blog post for information about seminar fees and benefits:
http://ancestorseekersbytherootbound.blogspot.com/2015/10/seminars-are-they-worth-it-i-think.html.
Contact Susi Pentico (susicp@cox.net) or Virginia Taylor (irishdoll@cox.net) for more information or
to register by phone.
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Next Computer Group Meeting – 21 October 2015
The next Computer Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 21 October 2015 in the Computer Lab at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula Vista, Calif.). Shirley Becker
will lead this group and will visit some free genealogical resources.

Lemon Grove Research Group News
The Lemon Grove Research Group now meets once a month at the Lemon Grove Branch Library
( location is 3001 School Lane in Lemon Grove) from 6 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Contact Susi Pentico (619-6901188, SusiCP@cox.net) for more details. All are invited to attend. Beginners are welcome! Upcoming
programs include:
* Wednesday, October 21, 6 to 8 p.m.: Program will be on “MyHeritage” by Susi Pentico.
* Wednesday, November 18, 6 to 8 p.m.: Program will be “TBD” by Susi Pentico

CVGS Research Trip Summary, by Karen Smith
On September 23, the CVGS made a field trip to the genealogy collection of the downtown San Diego
Central Library’s ninth floor. Ann Stevens, Wanda Brock, Bethel Williams, John Finch, Ron Bachelor,
Shirley Becker, Virginia Taylor, Joanna Ward, Diane Godinez, and Karen Smith were there to access the
considerable resources.
Bethel Williams found a couple of ancestors'
wills. She also found several of her ancestors'
names in a book about Colonial Militia, a few
marriage dates, and mention of a couple
ancestors in a History of Amelia County, VA.
Karen Yarger found an old account of the
last battle in the War of 1812 fought in
Maryland, in which her Geoghegan, Travers
and Tolly ancestors formed a small militia and
captured the crew of a British schooner. The
British had been raiding local farms and stole
seven sheep and other supplies from the farm of
Moses Geoghegan. The British schooner
became trapped in the ice at the mouth of the
Choptank River; and when the Marylanders
crept over the ice, firing their muskets, the
British soon surrendered. This was "The Battle of the Ice Mound" (Feb. 7, 1815).
In a book of North Caroline wills, Karen Smith located a will of her fifth great grandfather, probated
in 1728. From that text, she found the names of John Cotten’s children, their spouses, and a detailed
description of his property and possessions. She also found a record of some of his children’s marriages
in an early record of Edgecomb County, NC marriage records.
As always, the staff at the library was helpful and knowledgeable, enabling our members to further
their pursuit of genealogy!
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Chula Vista Genealogical Society
presents….

Tea with Mrs. Roosevelt
written by Sherrie Colbourn

Annette Hubbell as Eleanor Roosevelt
Elaine Litton as Lorena Hickok

Investigative Reporter Lorena Hickok talks to Eleanor Roosevelt in an
interview brimming with personal insights into the First Lady’s life and family.
Wednesday, 12:30 p.m., October 28, 2015
San Diego County Bonita-Sunnyside Library
(4375 Bonita Road) in the Community Room
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Research Group Meeting Review – 9 September 2015
The September 2015 Research Group of the Chula Vista
Genealogical Society on Wednesday, 9 September had 15 in
attendance.
In the first hour, we had a guest speaker - Dave Keene, the Chief
Technology Officer of everyStory (http://www.everystory.us/), a
cloud-based story sharing website and mobile app. At present, it is
available for iOS devices - iPad and iPhone - with iOS 8 and later;
an Android version is in the works. In everyStory, the user can
upload photographs from their camera or from their computer, and
then narrate a story about the photograph in their mobile device.
The audio recordings are attached to selected photographs. Users can invite family to share their
photographs and stories also.
Dave demonstrated how the program works, using his iPhone, his iPad and his laptop computer all
hooked up to the projector. everyStory is FREE to use for up to 500 photographs and unlimited audio
recordings, and for an unlimited number of photographs and recordings, the cost is $3.99 per month or
$39.99 per year.
In the second hour, the attendees discussed:
* Randy described and demonstrated searching and finding for probate records in several states in
Ancestry.com's new Wills and Probates collection. He noted that not ALL probate records are included
yet for every state, but some states are fairly complete. He also described the latest MyHeritage video
concerning the seven unique technologies that they have developed since 2012, including Smart Matches,
Record Matches, Instant discoveries and more.
* Gary's distant cousin Sheryl has copies of letters from John Tyler Roff, an 1850s California gold miner,
which mentions Uncle Solomon, who is Gary's ancestor. The letters also mention Philip Roff, the father
of John and Solomon.
* Karen Y. reviewed how CVGS responded to an inquiry about Mount Olivet Cemetery in South San
Diego, which has graves from 1868. We were able to provide contact information so that he could visit
the cemetery. Another correspondent, Karl, wanted information about a great uncle and aunt who were
who lived here in 1942. He wanted to find cousins or friends or neighbors who knew Warren and Myrtle
Wirth, and what records could be found for them.
* Diane G. signed up for an Ancestry.com free trial, and found lots of information about some of her
families. Her oldest son has Fuller ancestry from the Mayflower. Diane made a notebook for him with
her findings.
* Shirley received a box of papers for her Sypher/Seibert family in New York from a lady in Wisconsin,
who had done research in the 1930s. She noted that "this is how we used to do research." She passed it
around - it had pedigree charts and family group sheets.
* Susi received a book on a Jones surname line who migrated from New York to Michigan via canals and
lakes.
(continued on page 8)
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September 30th Program Review – John Finch “The Civil War”
CVGS member John Finch was the CVGS program speaker on Wednesday, 30 September at the
Bonita-Sunnyside Library with 36 in attendance (including 5 guests) - his topic was "Our Civil War -- the
Sesquicentennial."
John noted that the Civil War ended in April 1865, 150 years ago, but the last surrender occurred in
early November 1865. During his presentation, John showed slides of books and movies that addressed
Civil War topics, such as the PBS Ken Burns' "The Civil War" series, "Gone With the Wind," "Killer
Angels, "Red Badge of Courage," and many more.
He started the presentation with the basic geopolitical background - in the 1860 time, the U.S. had 31.5
million people and the states and territories were either free or slave. The border states of Missouri,
Kentucky, Maryland and Delaware did not join the Confederacy although they were slave states.
During the War, which was fought almost
entirely in the Confederate states, the Union
strategy was to gradually separate areas of the
Confederacy - by taking control of the
Mississippi River, by Sherman's march through
Georgia from Tennessee, etc. Eventually, the
Confederate Army was defeated, and the war
ended at Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia.
During the war, the Confederate army went up
the Rio Grande to New Mexico, but lost when
their supply train was captured. There was
even a skirmish in San Diego County - the
Affair at Minter's Ranch, and some of the
Confederates in San Diego County went to
Texas.
3.26 million men served on both sides, with over 524,000 deaths (364,000 Union, 160,000 Confederate).
45% of the deaths were from battle action, 4% died from wounds, and 50% died from disease.
This was the first "modern" war -- some firsts included:
* first machine guns and repeating rifles
* first use of railroad trains
* first effective care of the wounded
* first organized signal service
* first use of ironclads and submarines
* first draft, and first deployment of black troops
* first combat photography
* first Medal of Honor - to William Pittenger, who is buried in Fallbrook.
John offered methods to find out more about your Civil War ancestors. He has three - Charles Finch,
Henry J. Lowe and Calvin Bentley. Your pedigree chart may identify men born between 1820 and 1845
who may have served. The 1890 U.S. Veterans Census is available for some states, and identifies veterans
of all wars. The Civil War Soldiers and Sailors website, run by the National Park Service
(concluded on page 8)
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Planning Ahead – Heirloom Discovery Day – Wednesday, November 25th
On November 25th, Georgie Stillman will be our speaker. For the annual “Heirloom Discovery Day.”
Georgie will be looking at family heirlooms that you, the members, have brought to share. But Georgie
and I need your help NOW. Please take a photo of your item noting any markings and write a short
description, and e-mail the information to Jane Strawn, jstrawn2@cox.net. She will forward the
information to Georgie so she can have time to research the heirloom pieces.
There will NOT be time on November 25th for you to just show up with an item for Georgie to examine
and discuss. Let’s give Georgie plenty of time to do a thorough examination of our treasured family
heirlooms.

September 30th Program Review (concluded)
(http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm) provides resources to identify those who served on
both sides, and researchers can find the battles fought by each regiment and persons who were in a
specific company.
Service and pension records of Union soldiers are available at the National Archives, and many are
online at Ancestry, Fold3, and other sites. The records for Confederate soldiers are at State Archives, and
some are online. Civil War information may be found in a Homestead record; after the War, soldiers
were eligible for 160 acres of free land. Newspaper articles and obituaries may document a solder's
service and family.
During the Civil War, women kept the home fires burning, not knowing whether their soldier would
come home alive or not. They also worked cooking, sewing, nursing and making bullets in many areas. If
a solder's bone was shattered, an arm or leg would be amputated if the soldier did not die of the wound.
Morphine was used for pain control. Drug addiction, alcoholism and suicide were common after the
War, as was "Soldier's Heart" - what we now call shell shock or PTSD.
John's handout listed free and subscription Civil War Websites.

Research Group Meeting Review – 9 September 2015 (concluded)
* Susan put cemetery photographs on Find A Grave for her Indiana grandparents. She had just
returned from a research trip to New York and visited Ellis Island and New York Public Library.
The next CVGS Research Group meeting will be Wednesday, 14 October 2015, at 12 noon in the
Conference Room at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in Chula Vista).

National Archives Virtual Fair is October 21-22 Online – FREE
The National Archives Virtual Genealogy Fair is on October 21-22. This is a two-day online
educational opportunity that is FREE. It starts at 7 a.m. on both days. The website for links to the
speaker and topic list list, to watch the streaming video, and to download the handouts is
https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair/2015/.
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Welcome New Members
Current Membership (as of 9/1): 96
Bea Velazquez

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to:
Sunny Van Cleave
John Finch

Meeting Host Volunteers
th

October 28 : Jane Strawn, Ana Castro,
Carole Sobke and Jo Ann Bonner
November 25th: Mary Patterson and Joan
Largey
Contact Jo Ann Bonner to sign up!

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Page 1 – Ana Castro –
619-781-8441
Page 2 – Jacquie Goodman – 619-482-0350
Page 3 – Pam Buchan – pbuchan@cox.net
Page 4 – Diane Godinez –
619-429-8880

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Virginia Taylor
First Vice-President, Programs
Jane Strawn
Second Vice-President, Membership
Karen Smith
Treasurer
Gary Brock
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Computer Group
Shirley Becker
Education
Susi Pentico
Historian
Susan Zimmer
Hospitality
Jo Ann Bonner/Ana Castro
Librarian
Wanda Brock
Newsletter Editor
Randy Seaver
Research Group/Queries
Randy Seaver
Seminars
Susi Pentico
Ways and Means
Bethel Williams
Webmaster
Gary Brock
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San Diego Genealogy Events
Tuesday, October 13th, 9 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN.
SOCIETY COGG
Speaker: Anne Renshaw on
“FamilySearch: Adding
Photos and Stories”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
contact: Pam Boyle ( boylepam@gmail.com )
Saturday, October 10th, 10 a.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Speaker: Karen Cordova on
“Cuentos are Conejos ¡Dios Mio! They are
Everywhere”

at St. Andrews Lutheran Church
(8350 Lake Murray Blvd., San Diego)
contact: 858-279-7347
Tuesday, October 27th , 9 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOC.
Speaker: Bonsall High School Students on
“The Geography of Me”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
contact: Jean Tempke
( jtempke@roadrunner.com )
Saturday, October 24th, 8:30 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOC.
Fall Seminar: “Those Darned Brick Walls”
4 Case Studies
Registration: 8:45 a.m.
Program: 9:30 a.m. To 3:30 p.m.
NSDCGS Member: $10, Non-Member $15
Lunch: $10
at Carlsbad Senior Center, 799 Pine Street,
Carlsbad, CA 92008
Contact: jbstree@roadrunner.com
ROOTSTECH 2016 CONFERENCE
February 3-6, 2016
in Salt Lake City (Salt Palace)
Information: www.rootstech.org
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Saturday, October 3, 1 p.m. – CVGS Workshop: Ken Robison: “Family Tree Maker 2014
Software” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, October 7, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, October 14, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, October 21, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, October 28, 12:30 p.m.– Program Meeting: Annette Hubbell: “Tea With Mrs.
Roosevelt” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library in Community Room (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, November 4, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Saturday, November 7, 9 a.m.. – CVGS “Over the Pond” Seminar: Toni Perrone and Jusdith
Brooks, at Bonita-Golf Course (5540 Sweetwater Road)
Thursday, November 12, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, November 18, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, November 25, 12:30 – Program Meeting: Georgie Stillman: “Heirloom Discovery
Day” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Jane Strawn (jstrawn2@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Chula Vista Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
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