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WEDNESDAY, September 30th GENERAL MEETING
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
At Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road) in Community Room
John Finch on “The Civil War”
John Finch has been a member of the Chula Vista Genealogical Society
since 1999 and has served as Library Coordinator, Program Chair and
President (2004 -2006 term). He is also a member of genealogy societies in
his areas of his research. Retired from U.S. Navy, 1980, and San Diego
County Probation Department, 1999.
John developed an interest in his own family history at a very young age,
but did not begin an active pursuit of research until after retiring in 1999.
Now, he spends several hours each week researching his family and
volunteers, at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library, every
Wednesday morning to assist new and seasoned researchers.
John’s topic today, The Civil War, is of special interest to him. He has
three direct ancestors that fought in this conflict and he is very proud of
their service in this momentous event in our history. It is his goal that you
may learn how to identify your veteran ancestor and learn details of his
service enhancing you’re family experience.
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President’s Message – by Virginia Taylor
As I was sitting in my nice cool air conditioned house this weekend I was
thinking back 50 – 75 – 100 years and wondered how my ancestors were
able to keep cool in the hot muggy summers they had to endure.
When I was growing up I had never heard of air conditioning. I did not
know anyone who had an air conditioned house, none of the stores nor
theaters were air conditioned. We used fans and in the evening we would go
sit in the backyard under the trees trying to catch any breeze that came
along.
When it was bedtime I put sheets on the dining room floor in front of the
east window and hoped for the breeze to blow all night. It was much more
comfortable than trying to sleep in my upstairs bedroom.
When we went to church there were lots of paper fans in the pews. I remember they were placed by the
local funeral home. Philippi Funeral Home was printed on all of the fans.
But, what about a generation or two before mine? How did they cope without electricity to run fans?
They had to be a much hardier people than we are. Did they improvise some kind of “swamp cooler” to
put in their windows? Hopefully they had been able to stock pile blocks of ice cut from the rivers during
the winter. I would love to be able to go back for just one day to see how they coped with the summer
weather. I am sure all of our ancestors are laughing at us complaining about how hot and humid it is and
how miserable we are.
Do I want to go back to the “good old days”? No thank you. I’ll take all of our modern conveniences
and complain every time I have to walk outside into the heat and humidity. How soon will winter get
here?

General Meeting Format Changes, by Jane Strawn
Starting with the September 30th General Meeting, the meeting format will change slightly. Here are
the new changes.
• President opens the meeting at 12:30 p.m., welcomes members and guests, and makes brief
announcements of upcoming events for the next month.
• Program Chair introduces the speaker
• The speaker presentation will be 45 to 60 minutes followed by questions and answers
• A short meeting of general announcements (hopefully 20 minutes or less)
• Raffle for the wonderful prizes
• Visiting with the other members and finishing the terrific goodies.

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and Program Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS
website. Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the Resources tab.
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October 3rd Saturday Workshop
The Saturday, October 3rd Workshop at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road) is in the
Community Room from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The workshop will be on “Family Tree Maker 2014” led by Ken
Robison.

Next Computer Group Meeting – September 16th 2015
The next Computer Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 16 September 2015 in the Computer Lab at
the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula Vista, Calif.). Shirley
Becker will lead this group and will visit some free genealogical resources.

Lemon Grove Research Group News
The Lemon Grove Research Group now meets once a month at the Lemon Grove Branch Library
( location is 3001 School Lane in Lemon Grove) from 6 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Contact Susi Pentico (619-6901188, SusiCP@cox.net) for more details. All are invited to attend. Beginners are welcome! Upcoming
programs include:
•
•

Wednesday, September 16, 6 to 8 p.m.: Program will be “TBD” by Susi Pentico.
Wednesday, October 21, 6 to 8 p.m.: Program will be “TBD” by Susi Pentico.

Please Note: Chula Vista Auditorium Closed Through October
The Auditorium at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library will be refurbished between May and
October. Therefore, the September 30th and October 28th General Meetings will be held at BonitaSunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road) starting at 12:30 p.m.

CVGS Research Trip – Wednesday, September 23, 2015
John Finch has arranged a research trip to the Genealogy collection on the 9th floor of the San Diego
Central Library (330 Park Blvd. in downtown San Diego) for Wednesday, 23 September 2015.
The library opens at 10 a.m. on this day. Attendees can take the Blue Line Trolley (get off at the Park
and Market stop). John will organize a car pool if enough persons participate – contact him at
jan27@cox.net. The car pool will leave the downtown Chula Vista parking structure (second floor) at 10
a.m., and will park in the pay lot opposite the library (enter on K Street between Park and 14th). There is
a Padres game that evening, so cars will have to be out of that lot before 3 p.m.

FamilySearch Library Photo Scanning, by Ann Stevens
Just thought that I would pass along some news (at least news to me): I went to the FamilySearch
Library in Mission Valley (4195 Camino del Rio South) recently to scan pictures using their photo
scanning service. After an hour and 20 minutes, I had scanned 1,363 pictures!
I went to pay and they told me that they were no longer charging for scanning—they had been notified
by Salt Lake City of the new policy change just the week before. They are still charging for photocopies
of books, periodicals or computer printouts.
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Save the Date: Saturday, November 7 for CVGS Fall Seminar
The CVGS Fall Seminar will be on Saturday, 7 November at the Bonita Golf Course (5540 Sweetwater
Road in Bonita) from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., including a catered lunch, door prizes, etc. Please keep this date
open.
The seminar theme is “Over the Pond.” Our ancestors came ACROSS the pond to come here, we are
going OVER the pond to research their history. The two speakers will be:
1)
Judith Brooks:
* High Road or Low Road - How and Why the Scots Migrated – This talk is basically a "big picture"
history of the Scots and why they left Scotland starting in the 13th century through 19th and 20th
centuries. They migrated all around the world and this talk will present how and why they landed in
fifteen or more countries by country.
* Using Ancestral Religious Migratory Patterns to find Church Records to Further Your Research – This
presentation covers the major Christian Religions in the early years, their history, where the majority
migrated to in America and why. It recommends steps to locating potential churches based on these
patterns.
Judith Brooks is a long time researcher and member of the APG. Detailed data can be found at:
https://www.apgen.org/directory/search_detail.html?mbr_id=4196
2)
Toni Perrone:
* Italian Research, Traditions, and Customs – Call it culture, call it tradition. How much do you really
know about your family? This lecture will assist you in finding the resources to complete a genealogy
report on your Italian family.
* Marriage and Inheritance Customs in Germany--Archive Records – The value of heritage and
inheritance was very strong, marriage contracts were negotiated, and were usually based on Partible
Inheritance --This will be discussed in depth.
Toni Perrone is a founding member of the Immigrant Library in Burbank, California. She has been a
speaker since 1981.
The fee for CVGS Members is $45 and for nonmembers is $50; this includes a catered lunch and door
prizes. Note that this is the main fundraising event for the CVGS Scholarship program.
Please register for this event on the CVGS website –
https://chulavistagenealogysociety.wildapricot.org/event-1814401.
Contact Susi Pentico (susicp@cox.net) or Virginia Taylor (irishdoll@cox.net) for more information.

Future Program News, by Jane Strawn
The October 28th program at Bonita-Sunnyside Library will be “Tea with Mrs. Roosevelt” presented
by Annette Hubbell. Feel free to bring your favorite tea cup and saucer and a fancy hat!!!!
I am starting to work on the 2016 Program schedule. Please e-mail any ideas of topics and speakers
that will be of a general interest to the members of CVGS.
Don’t forget to register for ALL events on the website. That way we will be prepared with handouts
and any materials that will be needed. Go to www.cvgenealogy.org and click on the Events tab, then on
the Event you wish to attend. Click on “Register” and then enter your email and the security check.
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San Diego Genealogy Day – October 10, 2015
DNA results got your head spinning?
Know a newbie genealogist who needs help?
Want to be part of a claim to fame FIRST?
Then get your ticket to the first Annual San
Diego Genealogy Day!
Co-sponsored by the San Diego
Genealogical Society and the San Diego
History Center, the event will be held at the
San Diego History Center in Balboa Park on
Saturday, October 10th from 8:30 a.m. To
12:30 p.m.
The keynote speaker will be CeCe
Moore, Genetic Genealogist from Finding
Your Roots and Genealogy Roadshow. CeCe
will speak on:
* “DNA: Stories from Finding Your Roots”
* and teach a class on: “Autosomal DNA:
Discovering Your Ancestors in You.”
Additional classes at the event include:
* “Researching Your Family Tree – How to
Get Started” with Del Ritchhart;
* “Social Media & Networking for
Genealogists” with Randy Seaver;
* “Local & Online Resources for Genealogy Research” – a panel discussion with Peter Steelquist
(Facilitator), Rick Crawford (Central Library), Jane Kenealy (San Diego History Center Research
Library), Ross McCollum (San Diego Family Search Library) and Amy Davis (Carlsbad Library).
Genealogy Day will also include a continental breakfast and an Exhibit Hall. The registration fee is
$40 for SDGS and SDHC members, and $50 for non-members. Seating will be limited, so register soon
after 31 July 2015 (for SDGS and SDHC members only) and 14 August 2015 (for non-members of SDGS
and SDHC).
For registration and information, visit: www.sandiegohistory.org/genealogy. For questions contact
Penny McBride, SDGS Education Programs, pmfamilytree@gmail.com.

Top 101 Best Genealogy Websites
Family Tree Magazine published their list of the 101 Best Websites for Genealogy 2015 in their JulyAugust 2015 issue. See the list at http://familytreemagazine.com/article/101-Best-Websites2015.

Volume 25, Number 9

Chula Vista Genealogical Society Newsletter

September 2015

Page 6

Research Group Meeting Review – 12 August 2015
The CVGS Research Group met on Wednesday, 12 August 2015
at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library in the Conference
Room. There were 20 in attendance.
In the first hour, Randy discussed:
* RootsMagic 7 users should upgrade to Version 7.0.7.0 in order to
access the FamilySearch Family Tree.
* Family Tree Maker 2014 users should upgrade to Build 404 or
1404, a required update.
* Check out The Family History Guide for computer, genealogy
and family history tutorials (www.TheFHGuide.com).
* Ancestry.com added the Social Security Applications and Claims database in July - this database
includes parents names and applicant name changes for 49 million deceased applicants (this database
does not have all Social security applicants).
* www.Findmypast.com is a commercial genealogy database and family tree website, featuring records in
the United Kingdom, Ireland, the USA, Australia, New Zealand and Canada. The family tree has Record
Hints for persons in an isolated family tree.
* When was the William Sever Mansion house in Kingston, Mass. built? This was Randy's research goal
in July after receiving an inquiry from the house's present owner. He found land records, probate
records, and 1935 era WPA survey records that show the house location, grounds, photographs and floor
plan, but could not determine an exact year of the building. It's in the 1760 to 1770 time frame.
In the second hour, several attendees shared their research challenges and successes, including:
* Shirley used the New York Marriage Records collection on FamilySearch to search for her parents
marriage record. She didn't find it, but did find two other marriages for her father before he married her
mother!
* Lorrie has a Beavers ancestor in Virginia who served on the Union side in the Civil War. She has a
23andMe autosomal DNA match with a Beaver ancestor, who has private journals with family
information.
* Susi's grandmother's brother is not allowed "in the house", but a descendant of the man on Facebook
contacted Susi and she provided family information.
* Karen S.'s mother's family resided in Western Pennsylvania in the 1700s, but she can't find parentage
of William Ritchey born in 1784 and resided in Armstrong and Clarion Counties. The group noted that
records may be in parent counties, and she should look for Ritchey entries in land, probate, census,
military, church records, and county history books.
* Bethel's cousin says their Hooker ancestor was related to the Civil War general and was born in North
Carolina. The obituary says he was born in 1787 in South Carolina, died 1873 in Alabama. There may be
War of 1812 pension file records on Fold3.
* Carole's grandfather was in one of Gabe Selak's photographs of early San Diego standing by the plaza
fountain in 1913, just before the "coldest day ever." The grandfather was an electrical engineer, but she
proved he did not install the electrics in the fountain, which were shown to be unsafe, according to the
San Diego newspaper (article found on GenealogyBank).

Watch MyHeritage YouTube Video on Seven Unique Technologies
Gilad Japhet's talk at the IAJGS Conference – see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrVrx5zy4eU
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August 26th Program Review – Problem Solving Panel
There were 32 attendees at the Chula Vista Genealogical Society program meeting on 26 August 2015
at the Bonita-Sunnyside Library in Bonita.
The program was a "Problem Solving Panel"
answering research questions submitted beforehand
by CVGS members about a specific research topic.
The panel members were CVGS members Shirley
Becker, Ceasar Castro, John Finch and Randy
Seaver. They divided the questions between
themselves and created short presentations to answer
the questions for the questioner and the audience as a
whole. They discussed the genealogical resources
found, and provided suggestions for solving a specific
research problem.
The questions included:
1) Where can I find newspaper articles for the early
(photo courtesy of Diane Godinez)
1800s in Ohio and Connecticut? Arlene asked the question, and Ceasar provided research guidance for
her in both free and subscription websites and onsite repositories.
2) What passenger lists are available for colonial Virginia (1607-1776)? Karen S. asked the question, and
John listed books, websites and online databases that provide these records.
3) How does one obtain military pension records? Susan Z. asked this question and Randy responded
with ways to obtain available records online, from NARA by mail on paper or CDROM.
4. How do I access 19th century naturalization records in New York? Jean asked this question, and
Shirley provided suggestions of online websites and databases, and information from the New York
Family History Research Guide and Gazetteeer book.
5. Why have DNA testing done? If testing is beneficial, is there a company that is better than
others? The question was asked by Marcia, and Ceasar responded with information about the three
types of DNA tests (Y, mitochondrial and autosomal) and the test providers, along with examples of
results from 23andMe.
6. Where can I find Orphan Lists for all states during 1860-1870? Bethel asked the question, and John
provided information about adoption and orphan articles, websites and databases.
7. How do I access 19th century Quaker records in England? Jean asked this question, and Randy
reviewed FamilySearch Wiki articles, online databases, and places to get help to obtain these records in
England.
8. When I have exhausted available online data, how can I find out what paper or microfiche information
is kept in a particular area? Karen S. asked this question, and Shirley provided ideas for informational
articles, FHL microfilm and microfiche, travel to locales (to visit genealogical and historical societies,
courthouses, town or county offices, etc.), write letters, and post messages on Facebook and message
boards.
9. What are the best sources to find passenger lists for ancestors arriving into Canada? Karen Y. asked
this question, and Ceasar reviewed FamilySearch Wiki articles and website links to find the available
databases.
10. A Civil War soldier's records are not in NARA because he died in 1932 and the cutoff was 1928, I
believe. Where could his records be? Susan Z. asked this question, and John responded with suggestions
for the Soldiers and Sailors system, Fold3, and NARA to search for records. He sent a query to NARA
which has not been answered yet.
11. How do I find records from Alsace-Lorraine (French or German)? Jean asked this question, and
Randy provided historical, geographical and genealogical information from Wikipedia, the FamilySearch
Wiki, websites, the Family History Library Catalog, and published book suggestions.
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CVGS at Chula Vista Family Discovery Day, by Karen Yarger
The second annual local family history fair sponsored by
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints was held
Saturday, August 8 at the Chula Vista Stake Center. The free
event was well attended, with about 13 of our CVGS
members there. The keynote speaker was Carlos Yturralde,
President of the Hispanic Heritage Project.
Attendees were offered an interesting array of classes,
video presentations and labs, some in Spanish, with topics
including “Building a Genealogy Research Toolbox,”
“Getting the Most Out of Ancestry.com,” and RootsTech
classes. CVGS members Ralph and Debbie Munoz
presented “Across the Border to Loreto, MX” and Patricia
Diane Godinez not only taught a class in Spanish, but also
took pictures and more pictures! Our members’ presence was well
{photo courtesy of Diane Godinez)
documented.
Attendees could work in the Ancestry.com lab, or receive training in indexing Freedmen’s Bureau
records and others. I enjoyed a 13 year old’s instruction on how to index WW I records. Yes, let’s start
them young!
The gym offered table exhibits by CVGS (thank you, volunteers!), the DAR, the San Diego AfricanAmerican Genealogy Research Group, San Diego Genealogy Society, and Family Search help. The Stake
also provided fresh fruit and other healthy snacks to help see us through the day, a nice touch.
It was a good day to learn and to network with other genies. Next year will be even bigger and better.
Do plan to attend!

Mt. Olivet Cemetery – A Success Story, by Karen Yarger
It all started with a phone message on our Society’s toll-free phone number (1-844-268-2847). A
gentleman in the L.A. area wanted to know if we could help him gain access to the Mt. Olivet Cemetery in
Nestor (off Hollister St. in south San Diego). Four of his family’s graves are there – the Deckers and the
Youngs – all buried between 1903 and 1920. The cemetery dates back to 1868 and had fallen into
disrepair due to neglect and vandalism. The man had come to San Diego a couple of years ago, but found
the cemetery gates weed-choked and locked, with no contact numbers posted.
He found the graves on Find-a-Grave, but an internet search produced no owner’s name or phone
contact. What to do? He could have posted on Facebook or message boards or other online resources, but
time was of the essence. So now what?
We put the request out to some of our long time members, and Ralph Munoz, Shirley Becker, Randy
Seaver, Susi Pentico and Ceasar Castro all responded with helpful suggestions, especially Ceasar, whose
great grandmother is buried there. But it was Bobbie Lane who took the prize. She actually walked to
the cemetery gates, found them open, and even saw the caretaker’s phone numbers posted! She was
pleased to report that the cemetery’s condition looked improved too.
I heard from the gentleman after his visit, and he was so very grateful for our assistance in making
his visit to his great grandparents’ graves a success.
The lesson from this? If you need help or can’t find the info you need – Put it out there! Post in on a
blog, a message board, or any of the social media sites. You never know who has exactly what you need.
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Membership (as of 9/1): 95
None this month

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to:
Sylvia Stare

Meeting Host Volunteers
September 30th: Shirley Becker, Karen Smith
October 28th: Jane Strawn, Ana Castro,
and Jo Ann Bonner
Contact Jo Ann Bonner to sign up!
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San Diego Genealogy Events
Tuesday, September 8th, 9 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN.
SOCIETY COGG
Speaker: Denise Levenick on
“Archiving and Digitizing
for Family Historians”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
contact: Pam Boyle ( boylepam@gmail.com )
Saturday, September 12th, 10 a.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Speaker: Del Ritchhart on
“MyHeritage – an Overview” and
Introduction to Family Tree Builder”
at St. Andrews Lutheran Church
(8350 Lake Murray Blvd., San Diego)
contact: 858-279-7347

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Page 1 – Ana Castro –
619-781-8441
Page 2 – Jacquie Goodman – 619-482-0350
Page 3 – Pam Buchan – pbuchan@cox.net
Page 4 – Diane Godinez –
619-429-8880

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Virginia Taylor
First Vice-President, Programs
Jane Strawn
Second Vice-President, Membership
Karen Smith
Treasurer
Gary Brock
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Computer Group
Shirley Becker
Education
Susi Pentico
Historian
Susan Zimmer
Hospitality
Jo Ann Bonner/Ana Castro
Librarian
Wanda Brock
Newsletter Editor
Randy Seaver
Research Group/Queries
Randy Seaver
Seminars
Susi Pentico
Ways and Means
Bethel Williams
Webmaster
Gary Brock

Tuesday, September 22nd, 9 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOC.
Speaker: Mary Van Orsdol on
“Ramblings of a Retired Genealogy
Librarian on Research Methodology”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
contact: Jean Tempke
( jtempke@roadrunner.com )

Saturday, October 10th, 8:30 a.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGY DAY
Keynote Speaker: CeCe Moore
“DNA: Stories from Finding Your Roots”
at San Diego History Center
Contact: www.sandiegohistory.org/genealogy
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, September 2, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Saturday, September 5, 1 p.m. – CVGS Workshop: Toni Perrone: “German Resources at the
Immigrant Library” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, September 9, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, September 16, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, September 23, 10 a.m. – Research Trip to San Diego Central Library, contact John
Finch (jan27@cox.net for car pool information)
Wednesday, September 30, 12:30 – Program Meeting: John Finch: “The Civil War” at BonitaSunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Saturday, October 3, 1 p.m. – CVGS Workshop: Ken Robison: “Family Tree Maker 2014
Software” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, October 7, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, October 14, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conf. Room
Wednesday, October 21, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Comp. Lab
Wednesday, October 28, 12:30 p.m.– Program Meeting: Annette Hubbell: “Tea With Mrs.
Roosevelt” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library in Community Room (4375 Bonita Road)
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Jane Strawn (jstrawn2@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Chula Vista Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
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