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WEDNESDAY, March 25th PROGRAM MEETING
from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
At Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library Auditorium
(365 F Street)
Jamie Lee McManus Mayhew on
“Across the Prairie: Land Records in the Public Land States”
Land records form the largest group of records for our ancestors and
often leave the only clues to marriages, deaths, and relationships. By the
mid 1800’s it is estimated that up to 90% of white males in the United
States owned land. When records were destroyed, land records were the
first to be recreated leading to land records where no other records exist.
Where do you find land records? What is the difference between State
Land States and Federal Land States? Did our ancestor receive Bounty
Land? Was he or she a homesteader? How can you find out where the land
your ancestor owned is today? All these questions and more will be
answered.
Jamie Lee McManus Mayhew PLCGS is a frequent speaker in Southern
California. She is a member of the NGS, APG, and various societies in areas where she does research. She
is a Board member and incoming President for the APG Southern California Chapter, past President of
the CSGA and past-President and current Board member of GSNOCC. Her business, California
Cousins: Family History Research Services is online at http://www.californiacousins.com.
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President’s Message – by Virginia Taylor
As I told you last month I was getting ready to leave town and check off
one more thing on my bucket list. Just a few days after I wrote that message
I flew to Salt Lake City. I did enjoy the FGS conference. I attended a few
sessions and learned some things but my main goal was spending time in
the Family History Library.
If you have never been there please plan to go sometime soon. It is an
amazing place. They have three stories above ground and three stories
below ground. They also have a vault a few miles away in one of the
mountains. I was there at least part of each day and barely scraped the
surface of their collection.
I did not find the information I went looking for – the naturalization of
my 2nd great grandfather. I am beginning to think he never followed
through after he declared his intent. I did find the index for his brother’s naturalization. On the last day
about 30 minutes before the library was to close I found a deed for property that my 3rd great
grandfather sold in April 1802. I have the indexes for property sold by other grandparents including
Robert and Elizabeth Dunlap. They are the 2nd great grandparents I have been searching for. I am
already anxious to make another trip to Salt Lake City. Next time I just want to go to the library. A week
there were be pure heaven.
Back to the conference. The first day I attended several sessions about societies and how they should
be run. The one I was especially interested in was the one about having a successful seminar. I had hoped
to learn some new things to help us in the future. Unfortunately most of what we were told are the things
we are already doing for our seminars. That made me feel good that we are already on the right track.
Another session was how to get and retain members. Again their suggestions were mostly what we are
already doing. I think the sessions I got the most out of were the Cluster Genealogy and Jumping The
Pond. In the Cluster we learned how to use other family members and neighbors to keep track of where
our ancestor migrated. In Jumping The Pond we were given hints on overseas research.
Another highlight was hearing Laura Bush give the keynote speech on Friday morning. Of course she
was just a speck on the stage from where I was sitting but I can say I was in the same room with her for
about an hour. Her speech was very entertaining and gave us some insight to their years in the White
House and their life since leaving Washington.
As much as I enjoyed the week I was glad to get home and get some rest and look back on what I had
just learned. I am still going through all the papers and stuff I picked up along the way. I haven’t even
touched on the amazing exhibit hall. I have some ideas of things I think the society might enjoy and you
will probably be hearing about them in the future.

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and Program Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS
website. Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the Resources tab.
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March 14th Saturday Workshop
The Saturday, March 14th Workshop at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road) is in the
Community Room from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Gary Brock and Sam Seat will lead the discussion on “CVGS
Wild Apricot Website.” Come to see what our new website can do and how you can make it better.

April 4th Saturday Workshop
The Saturday, April 4th Workshop at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road) is in the
Community Room from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Susi Pentico will lead the discussion on “Genealogy Societies on
Facebook.” Come to see what you can learn and contribute to on Facebook.

Next Computer Group Meeting – March 18th 2015
The next Computer Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 18 February 2014 in the Computer Lab at
the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula Vista, Calif.).

Lemon Grove Research Group News
The Lemon Grove Research Group now meets once a month at the Lemon Grove Branch Library
( location is 3001 School Lane in Lemon Grove) from 6 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Contact Susi Pentico (619-6901188, SusiCP@cox.net) for more details. All are invited to attend. Beginners are welcome! Upcoming
programs include:
•
•

Wednesday, March 18, 6 to 8 p.m.: Program: “Genealogy Societies on Facebook” with Susi
Pentico
Wednesday, April 15, 6 to 8 p.m.: Program: “New Search Engines Found” with Susi Pentico

NSDCGS Seminar – March 21st in Carlsbad Features Judy G. Russell
The North San Diego County Genealogical Society all-day seminar is on Saturday, March 21st, from
9:30 a.m. To 3:30 p.m. At the Carlsbad Senior Center (799 Pine Street, Carlsbad CA 92008). A flyer with
registration information is online at http://nsdcgs.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/2015-flyer.pdf.
The non-member fee is $30 for the seminar and $10 for the lunch.
The featured speaker will be Judy G. Russell, a retired attorney, a prominent conference speaker and
genealogy blogger (The Legal Genealogist). Judy's topics will be:
•
•
•
•

The First Trip to the Courthouse
The Fair Court: The Records of the Chancery Courthouse
The Ties That Bond
Dowered or Bound Out: Records of Widows and Orphans

For more information, contact Jean Tempke (jtempke@roadrunner.com, (760) 532-0416) and for
reservations contact Carolyn Hoard (gchoard@gmail.com, (760) 729-1983). Reserve early because
seating is limited.
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Who Do You Think You Are? Returns to TLC on Sunday, 8 March 2015
The 2015 season of Who Do You Think You Are? starts on Sunday night, 8 March on the TLC Network
at 10 p.m. PT. You can watch a short video about the show at http://www.tlc.com/tv-shows/who-do-youthink-you-are/first-look/.
There are 8 episodes in this season with the celebrity subjects being:
• March 8 – Julie Chen
• March 15 – Josh Groban
• March 22 – Angie Harmon
• March 29 – Sean Hayes
• April 5 – Tony Goldwyn
• April 12 – America Ferrera
• April 19 – Bill Paxton
• April 26 – Melissa Etheridge
The TLC website should have each episode available to watch a day or two after the episode is shown
on television.

RootsTech 2015 Streaming Video Presentations
The RootsTech 2015 Conference in Salt Lake City was February 11 to 14. As in years past, RootsTech
had over 30 live-streamed presentations. These are free to access on
http://rootstech.org/video/4050134760001. This is a fantastic learning opportunity for those interested in
seeing quality presentations on genealogy and technology topics.

Come to the CVGS Beginners Group
Are you at a brick wall? Having a hard time finding
information about a pivotal person in your family? Come to the
CVGS Beginner’s Group. We meet every Wednesday at 10 A.M.
in the little meeting room near the genealogical books. John
Finch is an expert sleuth and will help you find answers to your
questions. Drop in and find out more!

Genealogy Gophers Website Launches
The goal of Genealogy Gophers https://www.gengophers.com is to be Google Books for genealogy. It
currently has 60,000 genealogy books available to read, save or print out. Features include:
* Completely free. The site is supported by ads and "Google Consumer Surveys" - people are asked
to answer a few market-research questions once a day in order to read and download the books.
* Only genealogy-relevant books: 40,000 and growing. These out-of-copyright books have been
obtained from FamilySearch, the Allen County Public Library, the Mid-Continent Public Library,
and several other libraries.
* Advanced search technology allows searches for people: the names, dates, places, and relatives
associated with them, not just words.
* Search results include snippets from the book pages so it's easy to quickly scan the results and find
the most-relevant ones.
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My Top 10 Online Genealogy Research Resources, by Randy Seaver
Cyndi Ingle asked a question on Facebook for discussion: “What are your 10 favorite 10 genealogy
resources?"
I responded on Facebook, but have limited my list to just Online Genealogy Research Resources. After
some reflection, I think these are my top 10 Research sites (in approximate order of use) and what I use
them for:
1) Ancestry.com ($$) - Searching for records of persons in my Ancestry Member Tree in the indexed
databases, and finding Record Hints for persons in my tree.
2) FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org, free) - Searching and browsing for records of persons in
record collections, especially land and probate, and finding Record Hints for my ancestral families in the
FamilySearch Family Tree. Also the FamilySearch Books collection.
3) Find A Grave (www.findagrave.com, free) - Searching for burial (and occasionally other) records of
persons in my tree database. Many memorials have links to parents, siblings, spouses and children, and a
few have life stories and obituaries also.
4) AmericanAncestors (www.AmericanAncestors.org, $$) - Searching for records of persons in my tree
database, including periodicals, historical newspapers, and original probate records in some counties of
New England.
5) Google (www.google.com, free) - Search websites, Books, and News Archive for information about
persons in my tree database.
6) GenealogyBank (www.genealogybank.com, $$) - Searching for newspaper articles, obituaries and
death notices for persons in my tree database. They have the San Diego Union and Tribune newspapers
from 1868 on. They also have the Social Security Death Index records (free).
7) FindMyPast (www.findmypast.com, $$) - Searching for records of persons from the U.S. and England
in my tree database, and finding Record Hints for persons in my FindMyPast tree.
8) MyHeritage (www.myheritage.com, $$) - Searching for records of persons in my tree database,
including Record Matches from MyHeritage collections, which includes NewspaperARCHIVE.
9) Mocavo (www.mocavo.com, $$) - Searching for records of persons in my tree database in over 400,000
databases.
10) Library and Archives Canada (http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx, free) - Searching for
records of my Canadian ancestral families.
That's not all of the sites I use for my own genealogy research, but they are the ones I use the most
often with the best results. Those are mine – your mileage may vary!

Randy's RootsTech/FGS 2015 Conference Experiences
Read all about my RootsTech/FGS 2015 Conference experiences in
http://www.geneamusings.com/2015/02/rootstech-2015-and-fgs-2015-conference.html.
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Research Group Meeting Review – 11 February 2015, by Karen Smith
The 11 February 2015 Research Group meeting had 16 attendees
and met in the auditorium, and was moderated by John Finch.
In the first hour of the meeting:
Karen Yarger reminded everyone about the Escondido Family
History Fair with particular attention to registration mechanics.
John Finch began with a discussion of the website Genealogy
Today at www.genealogytoday.com. The cost is $9.00 per year and it
has many features, such as blogs, a daily news email, and several
family charts.
John focused on a case study where he could not find available records and initially relied on other
sources. Searching for his wife’s grandmother, he found she disappeared after the 1930 census. Family
members were tight-lipped about her story, but he persisted and finally discovered the answer to the
mystery – the grandmother murdered her husband in a desperate act. Searching for the complete story in
newspapers from Gallup, N.M. for the year 1932, he continued his search in Chula Vista using an interlibrary loan. It was a remarkable story because even though she was convicted and sentenced to 99 years,
women petitioned the court and Teresita was released from prison. John later found even more when the
New Mexico Department of Corrections released its records and there was a photo and background
information about Teresita. His message was twofold: be persistent in asking questions of family and
search all types of records.
In the second hour of the meeting, John first took questions.
* Scarlet asked about an ancestor originally in North Carolina but later moved to Indiana and Iowa. The
only thing she knew was that this person was a Quaker. John suggested the person started in the
Shenandoah Valley and migrated to Indiana and Iowa because of the homesteading available for fertile
land. He added that most of the North Carolina area was settled by plantation owners, indentures, and
slaves.
* Sylvia asked about a second great grandfather who immigrated from Germany to Indiana in about
1855-1857. John suggested she look at manifests for Castle Garden, but cautioned they have no indexes.
He added that traveling to Illinois he found family information in a Cook County library, adding that
once again the information was in an unexpected place.
Then attendees went around the room and shared their current status:
* Gary is busy with Wild Apricot and not doing genealogy right now!
* Arlene is looking for a Smith or Hastings ancestor that may have been illegitimate
* Mary Lou seems to find brick walls everywhere and is looking for an Irish ancestor that enlisted in the
Civil War, was released in Houston and then continued to travel. She also pointed out that the
www.dar.org website now has information that was previously only available to DAR members, such as
Bible records and other affidavits.
(continued on page 8)
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February 25th Program Review
CVGS member Barbara Zaragoza was the Program speaker at the 25 February 2015 program
meeting at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library Auditorium. Her topic was "San Ysidro and the
Tijuana River Valley."
Barbara recently wrote the book San Ysidro and the Tijuana River
Valley for Arcadia Publishing, and it is chock full of photographs of the
border region from the 1850s up to the present. She published 90 of the
2,000 photos that were collected.
In the first part of her talk, Barbara discussed the pre-American history
of the border region, from the Native-American tribes who had three
vilalges in the region and left lots of artifacts, to the Spanish colonization
starting in 1769 by Father Serra, then about Mexico's independence from
Spain in 1821 and creation of the Santiago Arguello Melijo Rancho and
Rancho Tiajuana that stretched from the ocean to Otay Mountain. She
had a picture of the Arguello home called "La Punta" which was
obliterated by building I-5 in 1951 near the salt works.
After the U.S.-Mexico border was defined by the 1848 Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, 51 border monuments were installed between the ocean and El Paso, Texas, with
three strands of wire marking the border to prevent animals from straying across. In the 1870's, a U.S.
Customs House was built near the present San Ysidro border crossing. Real estate development started
on the U.S. side, some Japanese farmers settled in the Tijuana river Valley, and a schoolhouse was built at
the end of Hollister Street.
Tiajuana City was started in 1887 on the U.S. side near the present border crossing, but it was wiped
out by the 1891 Tijuana River flood, and the residents fled to the Mexico side of the border. Another
border commission installed new border monuments starting in El Paso and finishing with number 258 at
the Pacific Ocean. Marker 255 still stands in San Ysidro by the train station.
William E. Smythe, an East Coast journalist, laid out a utopian agricultural community in 1908 called
"Little Landers" in San Ysidro on 1 acre plots, with a hotel, on the river floodplain. He also named the
area San Ysidro. In the 1916 great flood, the community was washed away.
In 1911, the Industrial Workers of the World took over Tijuana on the Mexico side by force, and some
Mexicans fled to San Ysidro. Some Americans watched the battles from their side of the border. Mexico
eventually won the battle.
In 1915, the Panama-California Exposition in San Diego sponsored train trips to Tijuana for a
Mexican Fair, sightseeing and other purposes. When the U.S. passed Prohibition in 1919, Frank E. Beyer
set up a "Vice City" in Tijuana with clubs, opium dens and a racetrack and many Americans visited.
By 1924, San Ysidro had a library, two churches, and many homes. In the 1930s, dairy farmers were
in the Tijuana River Valley. Border Field was opened in 1929 and became a State Park in 1971. In 1955,
a chain link fence was built. In 1957, San Ysidro was annexed into the city of San Diego. By the 1960s,
the population of San Ysidro was about 7,000, and 80% were of Mexican heritage. The building of I-805
in the 1967-1975 time period displaced about 300 homes and businesses in San Ysidro. The San Diego
(Continued on page 8)
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Research Group Summary (Concluded)
* Karen Y. is focused on recording family stories, such as a French Huguenot and Irish immigrant here
during the American Revolution. Her interest is when and why they chose a side to fight for during the
conflict.
* Ralph seems stuck on his father’s side, a great grandfather who lived on both sides of the border in
Ozona, Texas and Del Rio, Mexico in about 1900 and is difficult to pin down.
* Carole is working on an email received through Ancestry.com. She has located some new relatives on
her great grandfather’s side. She also brought a news article and news photos about the driving of the
golden spike that joined the California and Arizona railroads.
* Karen S. is integrating some old information she collected in the late 1970s with information collected
in the past two years.
* Sam Seat can’t seem to go beyond a second great grandfather on his line and tried to attach it to a
Creech, but was unsuccessful so far. He also asked how to identify old photos and got several suggestions.
* Linda put together old family pictures to show at a family reunion and got cousins involved.
* Ana found a 1797 baptismal record from a Catholic mission near Juarez, Mexico. It has her third great
grandfather’s name on it. She is trying to learn where the family came from in Spain or the Canary
Islands.
* Sylvia is searching for Thomas Benton Hoover, born in Tennessee 1843 and died about 1888 in Texas.
* Kathleen is grateful she contacted relatives who successfully labeled the old photos she inherited.
* Gary did a short presentation on Wild Apricot, showing several features of the website such a the
searchable book list, information about other surnames members are looking for, and the features only
available to members.
The next CVGS Research Group will be on Wednesday, 8 April 2015 starting at 12 noon in the
Auditorium of the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula Vista).

February Program Meeting Review (Concluded)
Trolley terminus was located in San Ysidro near the border crossing. The border crossing has traffic of
about 50 million persons a year, the highest land port of entry numbers in the world.
The far western portion of the Tijuana River Valley is still undeveloped and is protected as a California
State Park, and is the largest coastal wetland on the West Coast Flyway.
This was an interesting discussion of local history and the events that led to the settlement of San
Ysidro, Tijuana and the Tijuana River Valley. Barbara's book can be purchased at
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com/ and at http://www.barnesandnoble.com/. She has a website
at http://southbaycompass.com/ including a blog about local history and culture.
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Welcome New Members
Current Membership (as of 2/1): 90

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to:
Jane Strawn

Meeting Host Volunteers
March 25: Jo Ann Bonner, Ana Castro
April 29: Sunny Van Cleave and Marta Brown
Contact Jo Ann Bonner to sign up!

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Page 1 – Dorothy Alvord – 619-469-3483
Page 2 – Jacquie Goodman – 619-482-0350
Page 3 – Pam Buchan – pbuchan@cox.net
Page 4 – Diane Godinez – 619-429-8880

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Virginia Taylor
First Vice-President, Programs
Jane Strawn
Second Vice-President, Membership
Karen Smith
Treasurer
Gary Brock
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Computer Group
Shirley Becker
Education
Susi Pentico
Historian
Susan Zimmer
Hospitality
Jo Ann Bonner/Ana Castro
Librarian
Dorothy Alvord/Wanda Brock
Newsletter Editor
Randy Seaver
Research Group/Queries
Randy Seaver
Seminars
Susi Pentico
Ways and Means
Bethel Williams
Webmaster
Gary Brock
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San Diego Genealogy Events
Tuesday, March 10th, 10 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN.
SOCIETY COGG
Speaker: Jamie Mayhew on
“Into to Research in Land Records”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
contact: Pam Boyle ( boylepam@gmail.com )
Saturday, March 14th, 10 a.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Speaker: Toni Perrone on
“Meatballs and Sauerkraut”
at St. Andrews Lutheran Church
(8350 Lake Murray Blvd., San Diego)
contact: 858-279-7347
Saturday, March 21st, 9 a.m.
COMPUTER GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
OF SAN DIEGO
9 a.m.: User Groups
10:30 a.m.: Francie Kennedy on
“Advanced Google Tools for Genealogists”
at UCSD-Robinson Hall
contact cgssd-board@ucsd.edu
Tuesday, March 24th, 10 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOC.
Speaker: Dr. Stephen Baird on
“Silent Travelers: Prejudices Arising from
Diseases Brought From the Old Country”
at Carlsbad City Council Chambers
contact: Jean Tempke
( jtempke@roadrunner.com )
See all upcoming San Diego genealogy
programs online at
http://www.cgssd.org/events.php

2015 Regional and National Events
May 13-16, 2015
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
CONFERENCE in St. Charles, Mo.
Info: http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
June 5-7, 2015
SCGS GENEALOGY JAMBOREE in
Burbank, Calif.
Info: www.genealogyjamboree.com
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, Mar. 4, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Auditorium
Wednesday, Mar. 11, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Auditorium
Saturday, Mar. 14, 1 p.m to 4 p.m. – CVGS Workshop: Gary Brock/Sam Seat: “Using the Wild
Apricot Website,” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, Mar. 18, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Computer Lab
Wednesday, Mar. 25, 12 noon – Program Meeting: Jamie Mayhew: “Across the Prairie: Land
Records in the Public Land States” at CVCCB Library Auditorium
Wednesday, Apr. 1, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Auditorium
Saturday, Apr. 4, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. – CVGS Workshop: Susi Pentico: “Genealogy Societies on
Facebook” at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, Apr. 8, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Auditorium
Wednesday, Apr. 15, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Computer Lab
Wednesday, Apr. 29, 12 noon – Program Meeting: : Donie Nelson: “Family Stories: Secrets, Lies
and Surprises” at CVCCB Library Auditorium
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Jane Strawn (jstrawn2@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Chula Vista Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
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