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THURSDAY, December 11th PROGRAM MEETING
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
At Chula Vista South Branch Library Conference Room B
(389 Orange Avenue)
“Annual Holiday Luncheon and Officer Installation”
The annual Holiday Luncheon will have turkey, ham, and drinks
provided by CVGS. The pot luck breakdown for the rest of the meal
will be coordinated by JoAnn Bonner (phone 619-421-3628, email
jabonner13@gmail.com) and Jane Strawn (phone 619-434-4051,
email jstrawn2@cox.net)– please contact them by 12/7 to coordinate
potluck dishes. The potluck schedule is:
•

A to F Surnames: Potatoes (Irish or Sweet), Veggies,
Casseroles

•

G to K Surnames: Desserts

•

L to P Surnames: Salads, Rolls, Butter

•

Q to Z Surnames: Snack trays, Condiments, Olives, Pickles, Cranberry Sauce, etc.

There will be a free door prize drawing, and a bring one/get one gift exchange ($10 limit). Attendees are
requested to bring canned food and/or unwrapped toys for donation to the Salvation Army.
The program will be the 2015-2016 Officer Installation Ceremony, and probably some surprises.
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President’s Message – by Virginia Taylor
Last Sunday during the sermon at church my minister was talking about
the Thanksgiving dinners during his youth. As most of us were he was
delegated to the “kids table” for the meal. He said he was always glad
when the meal was over and the table was cleared. He could then move to the
“adult table” and listen to his parents and grandparents tell all of the family
stories. As I was listening to him I thought to myself that he was filling in the
dash. Hopefully most of us can relate to that memory.
Unfortunately, I cannot. By the time I came along I had only one
grandparent still living and he did not talk much about the past. All of my
siblings and cousins were much older. We did not have a “kids table”
because usually I was the only kid so I always got to sit at the only table.
After I started tracing my family history my sister did fill in some of the
dash for me. I am sure there is much more she never told me and is now lost forever.
This is the time of year when we need to fill in the dash for our children and grandchildren. Hopefully
they will absorb what they hear and remember it in the future to tell their children and grandchildren.
While we are at it we must form new memories for our children and grandchildren to pass on to their
descendents in the next 50-100 years.
What do we want to have our children to remember and pass on to the next generations about us? Will
they have happy memories? I hope so.
I hope all of you have a very Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah or however you celebrate this season
of joy.

Membership and Program Interest Surveys
We will be sending out the revised 2015 Membership and Program Interest surveys for via email
during December, and will have copies at the December Holiday Luncheon and the January meetings.
Please take them, fill them out, and turn them in to Randy Seaver or Virginia Taylor as soon as possible.

Membership Dues for 2015
The membership dues for calendar year 2015 are $30 for returning members, with a $5 discount if
submitted before 31 December 2014. A second member in a family at the same address is only $10.

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and Program Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS
website. Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the Resources tab
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Election of 2015-2016 Officers
The CVGS Nominating Committee, composed of John Finch, Karen Smith and Mary Lou Montez,
presented their nominees for the 2015-2016 Officers to lead the Board of Directors. The slate was
announced, and was approved by the membership at the November 26th program meeting. The new
Officers will be installed at the December 11th Holiday Luncheon.
The 2015-2016 CVGS elected Officers are:
•
•
•
•
•

President: Virginia Taylor
First Vice President, Programs: Jane Strawn
Second Vice President, Membership: Karen Smith
Treasurer: Gary Brock
Secretary: Karen Yarger

Congratulations to our newly elected Officers. Please support them through continuing attendance
and support of the society meetings and projects.

January 3rd Workshop
The Saturday, January 3rd Workshop at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road) is in the
Community Room from 12 noon to 3 p.m. Sam Seat and Gary Brock will lead the discussion on
“WildApricot and the CVGS Website”

Next Computer Group Meeting
The next Computer Group meeting will be on Wednesday, 21 January 2014 in the Computer Lab at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula Vista, Calif.).

Lemon Grove Research Group News
The Lemon Grove Research Group now meets once a month at the Lemon Grove Branch Library
( location is 3001 School Lane in Lemon Grove) from 6 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Contact Susi Pentico (619-6901188, SusiCP@cox.net) for more details. All are invited to attend. Beginners are welcome! Upcoming
programs include:
•
•

Wednesday, December 17, 6 to 8 p.m. Program: “Sharing the Holiday With Friends” with Susi
Pentico
Wednesday, January 21, 6 to 8 p.m. Program: “TBD” with Susi Pentico

San Diego Central Library Hours
The open hours of the San Diego Central Library (330 Park Blvd., in downtown San Diego) have been
changed as of November 8th. The new open hours are:
•
•

Monday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday through Sunday: 12 noon to 6 p.m.

Remember that the genealogical collection and some San Diego County historical archives are on the 9th
floor of the library.
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SDGS Family History Seminar on Saturday, January 10, 2015
The San Diego Genealogical Society's (SDGS) Family History Seminar is Saturday, 10 January 2015,
in the Captain's Room at Marina Village (1936 Quivira Road) on Mission Bay in San Diego. The seminar
will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Information about the seminar can be found here:
The featured speaker will be D. Joshua Taylor, whose presentations will
be:
•
•
•
•

Session 1: Bridging the Gap: Finding Ancestors in the United States
between 1780 and 1830.
Session 2: The Modern-Genealogist: Timesaving Tips for Every
Researcher.
Session 3: Our States Archives: Digital Collections and More.
Session 4: New Tools and Ideas in Research.

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS is the President of the Federation of
Genealogical Societies and a nationally known and recognized genealogical
author, lecturer, and researcher. He has been a featured genealogist on the
hit PBS show, Genealogy Roadshow and NBC’s Who Do You Think You
Are? with Sarah Jessica Parker, Ashley Judd, Reba McEntire, and Rob Lowe.
We are honored to have D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, as our speaker and his sessions will be held in the
Captain's Room at Marina Village. The fee for this event is members $40 and for non-members $50. This
price includes four sessions by our speaker as well as the welcoming coffee/tea and pastries and a
sandwich box lunch. We have invited Elijah's Catering as a new partner to provide coffee/tea and boxed
lunches. Remember Marina Village has free parking.
Please register early as seating is limited. We expect the seminar to fill rapidly. The registration form
is here.

FREE Online Genealogy Newsletters
There are many FREE online genealogy magazines and newsletters available for you to read on the
Internet, or subscribe to and receive via email. They include:
•
•
•
•

Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter – http://www.eogn.com
Genealogy In Time Magazine - http://genealogyintime.com/
The Weekly Genealogists (NEHGS) - http://www.americanancestors.org/enews-2014/
Legacy Family Tree News - http://news.legacyfamilytree.com/

•
•
•

Irish Lives Remembered Genealogy Magazine - http://www.irishlivesremembered.ie/
Family ChartMasters (click on Newsletter) - https://familychartmasters.com/
Leland Meitzler's Genealogy Newsline - http://www.genealogyblog.com/ (click on Genealogy
Newsline graphic)
10 Genealogy Things You Need to Know Today - http://eepurl.com/udxtr

•
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Genealogy News for November 2014
•

RootsMagic 7 has been released – you can buy the full version, or download the FREE Essentials
version, at www.rootsmagic.com. To see the new features, check out
http://www.rootsmagic.com/RootsMagic/WhatsNew.aspx. The new WebHints feature will access
MyHeritage Record Matches (if you have a MyHeritage family tree and a data subscription) and
Record Hints for profiles in the FamilySearch Family Tree.

•

AncestryDNA (http://dna.ancestry.com) has improved their DNA matching algorithms, resulting in
more accurate matches. They have also introduced DNA Circles for groups of persons who descend
from the same ancestor. You will need to have an Ancestry subscription and a public Ancestry
Member Tree linked to your DNA results in order to access the DNA Circles.

•

FamilyTreeDNA has a holiday sale for their DNA products – autosomal DNA test, Y-chromosome
DNA test and mitochondrial DNA tests. See the sale prices at
https://www.familytreedna.com/products.aspx. The sale ends 31 December 2014.

•

The LDS Family History Library will discontinue the FREE Photo Duplication feature for images
from microfilm or microfiche as of 5 December.

•

A new website, launched recently. It is not-for-profit, completely online, based in England, costs 5
pounds a year, and is aimed at studies of a single surname.

•

The 2015 Family History Conference for the National Genealogical Society (NGS) in St. Charles,
Missouri has published a sixteen-page registration brochure, which can be downloaded
at http://goo.gl/x92kAg. The online version of the program is also available on the conference
website at http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org. Registration opens on 1 December 2014.

•

Here are some FamilySearch statistics as of October 2014:
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Research Group Meeting Review – 12 November 2014
The monthly CVGS Research Group meeting on 12 November
had 10 attendees.
1) In the first hour, Randy discussed:
* Requesting and receiving two Find A Grave photos from
Pennsylvania and Ontario.
* Requesting a microfilm image from the Family History Library
in Salt Lake City - see
http://www.geneamusings.com/2014/10/requesting-microfilmimage-from-fhl.html.
* Finding useful books published by local genealogical societies - in this case, San Diego Genealogical
Society books at the San Diego Central Library. Historical and genealogical societies all over the country
may publish books like these. See http://www.geneamusings.com/2014/11/tuesdays-tip-look-forlocal.html
* Answering a reader's question about finding online records on websites for free - it just takes some
effort sometimes. See http://www.geneamusings.com/2014/10/dear-randy-how-can-i-find-freerecords.html
* Finding green leaf Hints in a specific database (e.g., the 1940 U.S. census) for persons in your Ancestry
Member Tree - video and directions in http://www.geneamusings.com/2014/10/demonstrating-addingancestrycom-hints.html
2) In the second hour, the attendees asked questions or described research problems, including:
* Gary demonstrated how the new website for CVGS on Wild Apricot would look and work. You can see
the temporary site at https://chulavistagenealogysociety.wildapricot.org/events. There will be a members
only section for access to the membership list, seminar reservations, member surnames, etc.
* Linda could not find some family members born in the 1920s in Los Angeles in the California Birth or
Death Index. One name was Eduvijes Acosta or Valdez. A search on Ancestry in the meeting did not find
them. There were other given names that she recognized in the databases, but not the specific one she was
looking for.
* Jane is planning a trip next summer to New England (for a nephew's wedding), to Nova Scotia (for
research) and the Troy, New York area (for research). She asked how much time should she plan on in
each location, what to ask about before the visits, etc. She hopes to visit public libraries, state archives
and local historical or genealogical societies. The group suggested that she contact each repository in
advance concerning open days and hours, what can be brought into the repository, camera/photo policies,
copy charges, etc. Shirley offered to help with the New York State Archives which may provide Jane with
death records of her DelVecchio ancestors.
The next CVGS Research Group meeting will be Wednesday, 10 December, at 12 noon in the
Conference Room at the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (365 F Street in downtown Chula
Vista).
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November 26th Program Review – Georgie Stillman's “Heirloom Discovery Day”
Georgie Stillman conducted her eighth annual "Heirloom Discovery Day" for the CVGS program on
Wednesday, 26 November. In this program, CVGS members presented some of their heirlooms to
Georgie for her expert evaluation and appraisal.
She noted that markets reflect what people will buy, and that values of heirloom items have changed in
recent times. She said that "Insurance companies now pay for replacement market costs, not for new
item costs, and places like eBay, AmVets, and Goodwill Industries are sources for heirlooms and
antiques." She also said "for wealthy people now, old things don't signify class and wealth."
For each item, each person provided a brief summary of what they brought for appraisal and its'
known provenance. Georgie then described what the item was, the approximate time it was created, and
its approximate value. The CVGS members who had their heirlooms evaluated included:
* Helen described her father's green cigarette case from the
1940s. Georgie noted that it was made of aluminum, a
collectible, and was worth $10 to $15. Helen also presented a
dented copper oil can that was used by her father in the 1910
time frame. Georgie noted that it was heavy, well made, used
in an industrial setting, and worth $25 to $35. She noted that
"Americana things are not selling well."
* Jane had an oil lamp cap with the words "Imperator" and
"Caligula" stamped on it - the family story was that it was
from Roman times. Georgia said that wasn't that old, was
made of clay and not metal or terra cotta, and had some
corrosion due to dissimilar materials.
* Karen S. presented her aunt's small doll - a "bisque doll" - with jointed arms and legs, found in a
trunk. Karen made the clothing. Georgie said it was from the 1890 time period, was not especially
valuable, perhaps $50 to $70.
* Carol had three linen and lace garments from the 1920s. Georgie said they were machine made, have
some value (perhaps $60 to $70 each) because collectors, museums and historical societies have an
interest.
* Debbie brought a carnival glass dish and a beautiful copper enamel candy dish, both from the 19501970 time period. The latter was probably bought in Spanish Village in Balboa Park and is worth about
$35.
* Susan had four barber bottles of her husband's grandfather and great-grandfather, who migrated
from Germany to Chicago in the late 19th century. Georgie noted that these bottles probably held
colognes and other liquids used in the late 19th century by barbers. They may have been from Bavaria or
England, and had a value of $300 to $500.
* Diane described her large tray with actual butterfly wings, and she thought it might be from Brazil.
Georgie said it was from the early 20th century, perhaps from Asia or Central America. There are now
laws about items like real butterfly wings being sold. She thought it might be worth $50.
(continued on page 8)
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November 26th Program Review – Georgie Stillman's “Heirloom Discovery Day”
(concluded)
* Maryvette's friend's grandmother made a large quilt with
butterflies. Georgie said it was from the 1920-1940 time frame,
was stitched by a machine, and was worth $45 to $65 because
the market is low at this time.
* JoAnn presented an antique bowl found in a trash can by her
son in Fresno. Georgie said it was carnival glass, with a design
that was not rare. It may be worth $35 to $50. JoAnn also had
three framed San Francisco scenic prints by Don Daly, a well
known artist. They might bring $35 on eBay.
* Gerry brought her father's green shaving mug, made of
Mercer pottery. Gerry also brought some old school books from
the late 19th century. Georgie referred her to an old book dealer.
* Carol presented an 1850 era framed drawing done by her ancestor, who was born in Germany and
came to San Diego in the 1880s. Georgie noted that the market probably doesn't care, but the family
cares, and a local historical institution might care because of the important family associations.
* Sandy brought an encased Ax that belonged to Chet Norman, an early Chula Vista landscaper and
parks director. Again, Georgie noted that a local historical institution might be interested.
As always, the time went very quickly, and Georgie displayed her ability to assess and discuss a wide
variety of heirlooms. Georgie's style is informal, enthusiastic and interesting - she really enjoys seeing
these types of artifacts and "stuff" because they are, in the main, from middle-class homes from the
Victorian era and later. She is used to appraising high-end items for collectors and estates. It is
fascinating to see an expert appraiser at work - the words seem to flow effortlessly and I am awestruck by
the knowledge level.

New Genealogy Books Available
A number of interesting genealogy-related books have been published in the last few months, including:
•

Shannon Combs-Bennett, A Genealogist's Guide to the Washington, D.C. Area (available in PDF or
soft cover at http://theindepthgenealogist.com/shop-idg/idg-products/)

•

Michelle Roos Goodrum, Digging for Ancestors: An In-Depth Guide to Land Records (available in
PDF and soft cover at http://theindepthgenealogist.com/shop-idg/idg-products/ )

•

Janet Hovorka and Amy Slade, My Mormon Ancestor, My Pioneer Ancestor, and My Jewish
Ancestor (available in soft cover at )https://zapthegrandmagap.com/orderpg.html?
myanchor=brandnewbooks

•

Paul Larsen, Crash Course in Family History, 5th Edition (available in PDF and hard cover at
http://www.easyfamilyhistory.com/store)
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Welcome New Members
none this month
Current Membership (as of 12/1): 91

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to:
Jean Taylor
Helen Sauer

Meeting Host Volunteers
January 28: Susi Pentico, Virginia Taylor
February 25:
Contact Jo Ann Bonner to sign up!
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San Diego Genealogy Events
Saturday, January 10th , 9 a.m. To 3 p.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
FAMILY HISTORY SEMINAR
Speaker: D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS
“Bridging the Gap: Finding Ancestors in the
United States between 1780 and 1830”
“The Modern-Genealogist: Timesaving Tips for
Every Researcher”
“Our States Archives: Digital Collections and
More”
“New Tools and Ideas in Research”
at Marina Village, Captain's Room
1936 Quivira Road, San Diego
Register at www.casdgs.org
See all upcoming San Diego genealogy
programs online at
http://www.cgssd.org/events.php

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Page 1 – Dorothy Alvord – 619-469-3483
Page 2 – Jacquie Goodman – 619-482-0350
Page 3 – Pam Buchan – pbuchan@cox.net
Page 4 – Diane Godinez – 619-429-8880

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Virginia Taylor
First Vice-President, Programs
Ralph Munoz
Second Vice-President, Membership
Barbara Ibaibarriaga
Treasurer
Sam Seat
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Computer Group
Shirley Becker
Education
Susi Pentico
Historian
Susan Zimmer
Hospitality
Jane Strawn/Jo Ann Bonner
Librarian
Dorothy Alvord/Wanda Brock
Newsletter Editor
Randy Seaver
Research Group/Queries
Randy Seaver
Seminars
Susi Pentico
Ways and Means
Bethel Williams
Webmaster
Gary Brock

2015 Regional and National Events
February 11-14, 2015
ROOTSTECH 2015 and
FGS CONFERENCE
Salt Lake City, Utah
Info: www.rootstech.org and www.fgs.org

May 13-16, 2015
2015 FAMILY HISTORY CONFERENCE
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
St. Charles, Missouri
Info: www.ngsgenealogy.org
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, Dec. 3, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Auditorium
Saturday, Dec. 6, 12 noon to 3 p.m. – CVGS Workshop: “Sharing the Holiday With Friends,” at
Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conference Room
Thursday, Dec. 11, 11 a.m. To 2 p.m. – Holiday Luncheon, at Chula Vista South Library (389
Orange Avenue)
Saturday, Jan. 10, 1 p.m to 4 p.m. – CVGS Workshop: Susi Pentico “Mississippi Research,” at
Bonita-Sunnyside Library (4375 Bonita Road)
Wednesday, Jan. 7, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Auditorium
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conference Room
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Computer Lab
Wednesday, Jan. 28, 12 noon – Program Meeting: Dick Walker: “USS Midway Museum” at
CVCCB Library Auditorium
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Ralph Munoz (munoz1951@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Chula Vista Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
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