CHULA VISTA
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
Editor: Randy Seaver (619) 422-3397, rjseaver@cox.net
CVGS Web Site: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
CVGS Blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Volume 24, Issue 1

Providing Genealogy Activities in South San Diego County

January 2014

WEDNESDAY, Januasry 29th PROGRAM MEETING
from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
At Chula Vista South Branch Library Conference Room (389 Orange Avenue)
Susi Pentico will present “Follow The Path”
Life is a path that we follow, whether by choice or design. Doing genealogy or
historical research on one’s family is also following a path, set by our ancestors for
us to find. To follow the path, you need to have a working understanding of what
you’re about to do. You’re out to turn the world upside down and inside out to
ferret out the answers to the unfinished questions, left by your parents,
grandparents and great grandparents back as far as you plan to go.
It is about setting goals, using timelines of communities and their histories. You
are going to virtually dissect your ancestor's community and information to gather
what you need to learn. Things we just do not think about when we are doing
research that really affect the outcome of our research.
Susi Pentico is the Educational/Seminar Chairperson for CVGS, is a former
CVGS President, and is a founding member of the society. Susi has taught
genealogy at the Lemon Grove library for more than ten years, and makes presentations at BonitaSunnyside library also. She was born in Wyoming, started working on genealogy with her mother as a
child, and is knowledgeable about research in the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States, especially in
southwestern Pennsylvania and Virginia. Her favorite saying is: "It's the Indian in Me."
Susi hosted on the Golden Gates Forum for 9 years and put out a newsletter called "The Mid Atlantic
Messenger." She has worked online with genealogists since early 1990's helping develop programs or
present them. Susi has written one book, and has two more in the works, and she enjoys what she does
when she can help others and find new links for others or herself.
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President’s Message – by Virginia Taylor
Happy New Year. I hope everyone had a great holiday season with lots of
family time, good food and received exactly what you wanted for Christmas.
Now is the time to get back to our genealogy research and, hopefully, find all
the elusive ancestors that we have been searching for over the years. Our
society has many exciting things planned for the coming year. Your board has
been working hard to plan things that you have asked that we do. These
programs will be successful only if you come and participate.
There will be workshops at Bonita-Sunnyside Library on the first Saturday
of each month. Susi Pentico leads a workshop at Lemon Grove Library the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday evening each month. Keep an eye on our newsletter, the blog
and the website for what each session's topic will be.
The first big things we have to look forward to will be the Family History
Fair in Escondido. It will be March 1. There will be lectures to attend on a myriad of topics. When you
aren’t in a class there will be booths set up to visit. Other societies will be there as well as groups such as
DAR, Sons/Daughters of the Union and Confederacy. It is a fun filled day.
Then on March 29th will be our major all day seminar which funds our scholarships for high school
seniors of Sweetwater High School District. This year we are honored to have Jean Wilcox Hibben and her
husband Butch Hibben. They will be giving a variety of topics which I am sure everyone will enjoy. Looks
for more details in this newsletter and on the website. Please come to the seminar to support your society
and our scholarship fund.
Also we have all of our monthly meetings with a variety of programs planned for the rest of the year.
Ralph Munoz has done a wonderful job of getting a variety of speakers.
I look forward to seeing all of you at our events during the year. Keep an eye on the newsletter for all of
our activities.

2014 CVGS Membership Renewals are Due
It's time to renew your CVGS membership for 2014. Please give a $30 check or cash to
Membership Chair Barbara Ibaibarriaga, or to Treasurer Sam Seat, at the regular meetings. Or mail a
check to CVGS, PO Box 3024, Chula Vista CA 91909-3024.
Members who don't renew will have their services ended on 1 February 2014. CVGS
depends on your membership dues to bring you programs, seminars, workshops, and more every year!

Stay up-to-date on CVGS Activities
Visit the CVGS Website: http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Cafe blog: http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com
The Board Meeting and Program Meeting minutes are now posted on the CVGS website .
Check them out at http://www.CVGenealogy.org on the Resources tab
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Spring Seminar is on March 29th 2014 – Save the Date!
The CVGS Spring Seminar will be on Saturday, 29 March 2014 at the Chula Vista Golf Course, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be a served luncheon at this event. The fee for CVGS members will be $40, and
$45 for non-members. The theme for the seminar is “Recipes for Genealogy” and the speakers will be Jean
Wilcox Hibben, PhD, MA, CG, with Butch Hibben They will share one talk, and Butch will be working the
“Legacy Stories” program with attendees. Jean will give three more talks. The topics to be presented are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

This is not Your Grandma's Genealogy
Elizabeth
Lesson's learned from Genealogy Roadshow
Up Close and Personal

Watch the CVGS Newsletter, Web Page and Blogs for more information.

Scholarship Fund Basket, by Shirley Becker
The Chula Vista Genealogical Society will be raffling a basket of kitchen
ceramics for our Scholarship Fund at the Spring Seminar on Saturday,
March 29th. The basket holds ceramic goodies such as measuring cups, a
mixing bowl, stirring utensils, and a cookie tray with a sugar cookie recipe
on it. In addition, the large basket and a decorating kit are included.
We will be selling tickets at the program and workshop meetings and
continue until the Spring Seminar. Hopefully, this will give our scholarship
fund a real boost. You do not need to be a member to purchase a ticket or
be present at the seminar when the numbers are called.
The Board is requesting that all members participate in selling the
tickets, they can be picked up at the society meetings and we hope each
member will attempt to sell 12 tickets.

Education Committee Report, by Susi Pentico
We will have colored dots for members to wear at the next few program
meetings. The dots will represent the area of the USA you are doing research in. We will hand them to you when you
sign in for our meetings. So Be Prepared. Later we will do the same for Europe, Asia and Africa etc. We need to know
what areas your in need of knowledge, help and maybe even learn what area you may be able to share your knowledge
to others.
It is our hope we can reach out and have more people attend the monthly meetings and monthly workshops held in
Bonita or Lemon Grove for the advancement of your knowledge. It should help us to be able to know what areas are
more needed for assistance. We are considering a 3-4 person panel presentation in May to get the word out on
assistance. In the past has been very successful. We will cover topics such as: “How to get Started.” “Where Should I
Look?” “Using a Check List to Keep Track of your Research.”
So be prepared to tell us what area you are digging in, want assistance in, and also may be able to share your
knowledge with others in a small group. We all have knowledge, we just need to share, that knowledge.
How many members in the society are you distantly related to? Have you looked? How many people are
researching the same area and your duplicating your efforts? Mini-groups are being talked about and we need you to
guide us where you want to go with this added form of help. Contact me (SusiCP@cox.net) or Ralph Munoz at
munoz1951@cox.net with your feedback.
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Holiday Luncheon Review, with Pictures!
The 2013 Holiday Luncheon was great - excellent food, good gift exchange, some announcements, and
Gary's video extravaganza.

President Virginia Taylor welcomed the 30 or so attendees and opened the festivities by inviting them to go
to the food room where drinks, salads, potluck dishes, ham and turkey, and desserts were laid out for our
feasting pleasure. We feasted...and some went back for a second helping. JoAnn and Dorothy did a
wonderful job of organizing the food service.

After we had lunch, Gary had an intriguing and funny presentation. He's getting good at this! After
asking the question "What is an ancestor?" he showed video clips from FamilySearch (children answering
the question), another FamilySearch clip showing a Chinese family tree; and a Ray Stevens video of "I'm
My Own Grandpa."
The next question was "What do we do as genealogists?" Gary showed video clips from Genealogy In
Time; from Jimmy Kimmel's show; a Lisa Kudrow interview on Ellen DeGeneres show; a Jay Leno clip;
and "The Family Tree" clip from the Beverly Hillbillies.
(continued on page 7)
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2014 Membership Renewal is $30 for the Year
Please See Membership Chair Barbara Ibaibarriaga to Renew
or Mail to CVGS, P.O. Box 3024, Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
Next Research Group Meeting on Wednesday, 15 January 2014
The January meeting of the CVGS Research Group will be on Wednesday, 15 January 2014, from 12
noon until 2 p.m. in the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library Conference Room. Please bring your
research problems, research questions and recent research successes to share with the group.

Next Computer Group Meeting on Wednesday, 22 January 2014
The Computer Group will meet from 12 noon to 2 p.m. on January 22nd in the Library Computer Lab for
Internet work, led by Shirley Becker. This meeting features hands-on use of the library's Windows
computers, or your own laptop (but the library wi-fi doesn't work well in that room). For more
information, please contact Shirley (clanroots@cox.net) or Gary (gary@brocksystems.net).

Genealogy Field Trip on January 22nd, by John Finch
John Finch has arranged another research trip on Wednesday, 22 January 2014 to the Family Search
Library in Mission Valley.
We will meet, 9:30 a.m. at the downtown Chula Vista parking structure, 2nd level, off F street/3rd Ave.
near Marie Callender’s. for car pooling. Please contact John Finch at jan27@cox.net for further
information and to confirm your attendance. This trip will be devoted to researching at the FamilySearch
Library from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Attendees can stay later if they wish. Those interested are invited to have
lunch at Marie Callender's after returning from the trip.

Library Assistance Every Wednesday
CVGS member John Finch is providing genealogical research assistance and advice in the Family
Research section of the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library (on the south side of the library, past the
Library Help desk and the CD/DVD section, near the collection of genealogy books and periodicals).
John will be there on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 12 noon to help members and guests. Wi-fi Internet is
usually available in this area, so bring your laptops or mobile devices.

Library Committee Report, by Wanda Brock
The Library Committee met on Friday, December 6, 2014 and we have decided to continue sorting
through all the items in the file cabinets and will be sending a list of items to all Board Members to review
on what to keep and discard. We are still working on the MOU Agreement.
During the next several months, Dorothy Alvord will be my Co-Librarian as I will be spending a great
deal of time in the San Francisco Bay Area helping our son and daughter-in-law.
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The 350th Anniversary Of The First “Daughters Of The King”
By Bobbie Lane
After two years of anticipation, I finally visited the Quebec City area, the home of many of my French
Canadian ancestors, including Daughters of the King. I purposely chose the week of August 4 through
August 10, 2013, because it included the re-enactment of the first group of Daughters of the King coming
from France during the annual Fêtes de la Nouvelle France. In order to be admitted to all of the festivities in
Old Town Quebec, I bought a medallion in the shape of a bow of a ship with a female figure head on the
front of it.
On the late afternoon of that Wednesday, the docks in lower town of Quebec City were packed with
people. Some of the crowd were dressed in the clothing of the mid-1600s, ranging from the dress of the
clergy to that of the Native Americans. We were all waiting for the ship to come in with the first group of 36
Daughters of the King sent to New France by King Louis XIV 350 years ago. I was so excited not only
because my Daughter of the King, Marguerite Moitié, was among the women on the ship but also because
she was being represented by Danielle Pinsonneault, another of her descendants. I figured Danielle and I
had to be about twelfth cousins, and we had yet to meet each other!
The ladies were mobbed by everyone, including
television cameras, as they came onto the dock, and it was
impossible for me to get a chance to find out which woman
was my Daughter of the King. I had to patiently wait, while
the Daughters and the crowd walked in mass to a stage for
introductory speeches in French. At long last, the women
came off the stage, and I was able to track down Danielle. It
was a pleasant surprise to not only meet Danielle but also two
of her five sisters. Thank goodness they spoke English,
because I don’t speak French!
Our time together was cut short, as Danielle had to leave
to prepare for the parade. Luckily my husband, Dennis, had
taken a picture of all four of us together before they rushed off. As dusk began to settle in, we watched all of
the Daughters of the King come into sight in the parade with a large banner declaring they were “Filles du
Roi”. Constructed giants were another highlight of the parade; each one typified a certain characteristic of
the people of New France.
While in Old Town, I visited the monument to my ancestor, Louis Hébert, which also listed other
founding families of Québec, including six of my ancestral families. The monument to the founding families
of the Island of Orleans at Sainte Famille included ten families in my direct, ancestral line. Marguerite
Moitié and her husband, Joseph-Elie Gauthier, lived in Sainte Famille.

Nametags
Wanda Brock notes that if anyone needs a new or replacement nametag, please e-mail her at
wanda@cyber.net.
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February 1st Workshop at Bonita-Sunnyside Library
The February 1st CVGS Workshop at Bonita-Sunnyside Library (375 Bonita Road) is from 12 noon to 3
p.m. in the Community Room. Susi Pentico will lead a discussion of “Tennessee Research.”

Lemon Grove Research Group News – by Susi Pentico
The Lemon Grove Research Group meets twice a month at the Lemon Grove Branch Library (note NEW
location at 3001 School Lane in Lemon Grove) from 6 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. Contact Susi Pentico (619-690-1188,
SusiCP@cox.net) for more details. All are invited to attend. Beginners are welcome! Upcoming programs
include:
•

•
•

Wednesday, January 15, 6 to 8 p.m.: “Our Past, Our Present, The Future” discussion led by Susi
Pentico. We will discuss, what we have done in the past, the success it brought, what we are doing
currently, and the joy that it has brought. We will then discuss what we are going to do this next year
and possibly beyond. We will be talking about goal making and it's usage in Genealogy. See
http://www.genealogywise.com/profiles/blogs/new-year-is-coming-are-your-goals-set and
http://ancestorseekersbytherootbound.blogspot.com/2013_12_01_archive.html
Wednesday, February 5, 6 to 8 p.m.: “Round Table Information Sharing” led by Susi Pentico
Wednesday, February 19, 6 to 8 p.m. “Tennessee Research” with Susi Pentico.

CVGS Holiday Luncheon Review (concluded)
Coming back to CVGS activities, Gary did an
"Honoring those who got us here" series, showing baby
pictures and having the audience guess who they are;
the first two were Dearl Glenn and Phyllis Learned,
longtime members who died in 2013. Then it was baby
pictures of a number of longtime members (I recall
Dorothy, John, Randy, Bernice, Nancy, Boots, and
Helen).
Gary ended the video presentation showing the baby
picture of this year's "Honorary Life Member" nominee
and having us guess who it is. It was Susi Pentico, a
past President, and currently Education and Seminar
Chair on the Board. Susi was awarded lifetime
membership and a certificate by CVGS President Virginia Taylor.
The two drawings were held, first for the door prizes of the Nutcracker, Angel and Santa Claus dolls, and
then for the table decorations. Finally, the bring-one get-one gift exchange was held with about tickets
picked one-by-one, until all of the gifts were selected and unwrapped.
CVGS has had a very successful 2013, and this Holiday Luncheon sure was an excellent way to finish it off.
A great time was had by all, and the food was excellent too!
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My Top Ten Genealogy News Items in 2013, by Randy Seaver
There were hundreds of genealogy news announcements in 2013. Some of them were outstanding – they
advanced technology, advanced genealogy research, added new record collections, etc.
The ones that I think are the most significant for my own research are:
1) FamilySearch Family Tree Open for Everyone (5 March 2013)
2) NGS Announces Release of Mastering Genealogical Proof by Thomas W. Jones (24 April 2013)
3) AncestryDNA™ Now a More Comprehensive DNA Test for Exploring Ethnic Origins(17 October
2013)
4) FamilySearch Search Gets Major Feature Enhancements (22 July 2013)
5) RootsMagic 6 Certified to Work with FamilySearch Family Tree (22 March 2013)
6) New Partnership with FamilySearch Adds Billions of Records to MyHeritage! (14 October 2013)
7) Family Tree Maker 2014 Software Announced (26 August 2013).
8) Millennia Corporation Releases New Genealogy Software - Legacy Family Tree 8.0 (26 November
2013).
9) Mocavo Introduces Free Forever – Join Us in the Revolution! (10 October 2013).
10) Ancestry.com LLC Acquires Find A Grave, Inc. (30 September 2013).

Research Tips for Beginning Genealogists, by Randy Seaver
1) Read some of the “standard” reference books for conducting genealogy research including (all in in
the Family History section of the Chula Vista Civic Center Branch Library):
• The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy, Third Edition. by Sandra Hargreaves Luebking
(editor), Ancestry.com, 2006 (online at www.Ancestry.com/wiki/ )
• Ancestry's Red Book: American State, County & Town Sources, Third Revised Edition, by Alice D.
Eichholz (editor), Ancestry.com, 2004 (online at www.Ancestry.com/wiki/ )
• The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy by Val D. Greenwood. Genealogical Publishing
Co., Third Edition.
• How to Do Everything: Genealogy, Second Edition, by George G. Morgan, McGraw Hill, 2008.
2) Check out these Beginning Genealogy tutorials that are online:
• Four lesson study “Introduction to Genealogy” at
http://genealogy.about.com/library/lessons/blintro.htm
• The “Rootsweb Guide to Tracing Your Family Tree” at http://rwguide.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
• “A Beginner’s Guide to Family History Research” 13 article series at
http://www.arkansasresearch.com/guideindex.htm
• “Researching Your Family Tree” is an online interactive tutorial site with five modules at
http://www.learnwebskills.com/family/intro.html
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Welcome New Members
Current Membership (as of 12/31): 100

Karyn's Caring Corner
Cards were sent to:

Meeting Host Volunteers
January 29: JoAnn Bonner and Susi Pentico
February 26: Shirley Becker and Virginia Taylor

Telephone Tree Volunteers
Page 1 – Dorothy Alvord – 619-469-3483
Page 2 – Jacquie Goodman – 619-482-0350
Page 3 – Pam Buchan – pbuchan@cox.net
Page 4 – Diane Godinez – 619-429-8880

CVGS Society Officers
President:
Virginia Taylor
First Vice-President, Programs
Ralph Munoz
Second Vice-President, Membership
Barbara Ibaibarriaga
Treasurer
Sam Seat
Secretary
Karen Yarger

Committee Chairs
Computer Group
Education
Historian
Hospitality
Librarian
Newsletter Editor
Research Group/Queries
Seminars
Ways and Means
Webmaster

Shirley Becker
Susi Pentico
Susan Zimmer
Jo Ann Bonner
Wanda Brock
Randy Seaver
Randy Seaver
Susi Pentico
Bethel Williams
Gary Brock
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San Diego Genealogy Events
Saturday, January 11th, 9 a.m. To 3:30 p.m.
SAN DIEGO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
FAMILY HITORY SEMINAR
Speaker: Lisa Louise Cooke
“Google Search Strategies for Common
Surnames”
“Inspiring Ways to Capture the Interest of NonGenealogists”
“Get Your Scoop on Your Ancestry With
Newspapers”
“How to Save Your Research From Destruction
and Ensure Its Future”
at Captain's Room, Marina Village
1936 Quivira Rd., San Diego
$40 Members, $45 Non-Members
Info: Del Ritchhart (dritchh1@san.rr.com)
Tuesday, January 14th, 10 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOCIETY
COGG Speaker: TBA
contact: Pam Boyle (boylepam@gmail.com)
Saturday, January 18th, 9 a.m.
COMPUTER GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF
SAN DIEGO
Speaker: Lynn A. “Butch” Hibben - “Free
Smart Phone Apps”
contact J. Paul Hawthorne
(jpaulhawthorne@gmail.com)
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
Tuesday, January 28th, 10 a.m.
NORTH SAN DIEGO COUNTY GEN. SOCIETY
Speaker: Dr. Jill Watts
“Women's Progress During the Mid-20th
Century”
contact: Pam Boyle (boylepam@gmail.com)

2014 Regional and National Events
February 6-8, 2014
ROOTSTECH 2014 CONFERENCE
Salt Lake City, Utah (http://www.rootstech.org )
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
See all upcoming San Diego genealogy programs
online at http://www.cgssd.org/events.php
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GENEALOGY DAYS IN CHULA VISTA
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conference Room
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Conference Room
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon – Field Trip to FamilySearch Library in Mission Valley
(contact John Finch, jan27@cox.net)
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 12 noon – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Computer Lab
Wednesday, Jan. 29, 12 noon – Program Meeting: Susi Pentico on “Follow the Path” at CVCCB
Library Auditorium
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 12 noon – CVGS Board Meeting, at CVCCB Library Auditorium
Wednesday, Feb.12, 12 noon – Research Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Auditorium
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 10:30 a.m. – Computer Group Meeting, at CVCCB Library Computer Lab
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 12 noon – Program Meeting: Ceasar Castro on “California and the Mexican
War from a Genealogical Point of View” at CVCCB Library Auditorium
Saturday, Mar. 8, 12 noon to 3 p.m. – CVGS Workshop: Susi Pentico on “Putting Together a
Working Packet”
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
All CVGS Program Meetings are held, unless otherwise noted, at the
Chula Vista Civic Center Branch (CVCCB) Library, 365 F Street, Chula Vista
Contact Ralph Munoz (munoz1951@cox.net) for program details.
Visit our Web Site – http://www.CVGenealogy.org
Visit the Chula Vista Genealogy Café blog – http://CVGenCafe.blogspot.com

Chula Vista Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 3024
Chula Vista CA 91909-3024
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